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The Start of Lent 
During February we begin a spiritual 
time of reflection when on Ash 
Wednesday Lent begins with the 
imposition of ashes. Repentance and 
ashes are biblical and is a sign of the 
life of the cross, the acceptance of all 
that owning that cross can bring.  
 
Lent is a time to be penitent and to 
seek God's will for our life as surely as 
Jesus sought God's direction in the 
wilderness. We live our lives under the 
shadow of the cross and this is a good 
time to consider what the implications 
of that are. It is a time to say to God 
'teach me afresh, where am I going 
wrong, how do you want me to 
change?' It a time for putting things 
back into perspective, for taking a 
good look at ourselves, at what we 
have become, and at what we are 
doing with our lives. Ashes provide us 
with a perspective about what counts 
and what doesn't. We welcome Lent, 
therefore, with ashes for the 
opportunities it will afford us to clear 
our vision and reset our sights. It is a 
time for tough questions. Where are 
you going in life? What are you doing 
with yourself? What kind of priorities 
do you live by? What changes should 
you need to make to ensure a more 
worthwhile life for yourself? What 
should you become more serious 
about? Less serious about? Are you 
preoccupied and overly concerned 
with trivia? Do you get angry over 
petty things? Do you lose sleep over 
matters that have little lasting import? 
Do you need to push yourself more on 
worthwhile projects? Do you need to 
slow down? Think in terms of ashes 
and see if it doesn't change your 
perspective.  
(Adapted from an article by Stuart Ansell) 

Stay in touch with all that’s 
happening  

Follow us on Twitter 
@seaford_parish 

Visit our website and join our 
email list 

www.seafordparish.org.uk 
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Paul and Jennie 
As Paul  and Jennie leave the 
parish for new adventures in the 
West Country we enter a time of 
interregnum. 
 
Paul has served as Vicar here for 
over 8 years, and was also a 
curate here previously, first 
visiting the parish as a CMS staff 
speaker in 1997. He has served 
as a minister in the deanery for 
over 17 and a half years. The 
process of organising succession 
will now begin. Please continue 
to pray for Paul & Jennie and 
the parish in the months ahead.  
 
Stefan Bracher 
We are delighted to announce 
that our new Children Youth and 
Family Missioner has started 
work in the parish. Stefan 
Bracher brings with him a 
wealth of experience from the 
Boys Brigade and from his 
professional career as a lecturer. 
We welcome him and his wife 
Alice to parish life and look 
forward to supporting him in 
this vital part of our outreach.   
 
Parish Plant Sale 
The next Parish Plant Sale will 
be on Saturday 25th April 2020! 
Plenty of time to nurture those 
autumnal plant cuttings. 
 

Saturday Open Mornings 
St. Leonard’s Church is open 
each morning Monday to 
Saturday from 9.00 to 12noon. 
In addition there are a series of 
Saturday Open Mornings when 
coffee is served. Please do pop 
in, have a drink… eat 
cake...meet others! The next 
few open mornings are on 
February 22nd and March 28th. 
 
Mothers’ Union 
Our next meeting on 14th 
February will be our annual 
meal  where we will be looking 
at some old photos of  Branch 
members and activities followed 
by our Annual General Meeting. 
At our Meeting on 13th 
March  we will be welcoming a 
guest speaker who will share 
their experiences as a Street 
Pastor. 
 
Life After Loss 
The next Life after Loss Group 
will meet for five weeks starting 
on Wednesday 5th February 
from 2.00pm to 4.00pm. This is 
open to anyone who has been 
bereaved, who would like some 
support and to share with 
others. We meet in the 
extension at St. Luke’s. For more 
information please contact 
Diana 01323 891749 or Chris on 
01323 658309. 
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The Parish Men’s Meal 
A Happy New Year! About thirty 
men meet six times a year for 
the Men’s Meal held in local 
restaurants, 6.30 p.m. for 7.00 
p.m..  We enjoy a two or three 
course meal followed by a 
speaker.  The meetings 
generally finish by 9.00pm.  
People come from different 
parts of the Seaford community 
and all men are very warmly 
invited to come and share in 
these events. Dates fixed for our 
meetings this year will be 
published in the Magazine and 
the weekly news as soon as 
possible.  The dates will be 
circulated to members in the 
usual way.  If you have not been 
before and would like to do so 
please let Keith Carlisle know, 
either by email 
keithcarlisle@sky.com or 
telephone on 01323 894548.  
You will be very welcome. 
 

Deanery Ladies Breakfast  
What is the Sanctuary Café? 
At the Ladies Breakfast on 
Saturday 14th March, Jane Byer 
will be speaking about this 
weekly café where  a warm and 
welcoming community offers 
access to immigration advice, 
friendly support, English 
conversation classes and a play 
corner for children, plus free hot 
drinks. Asylum seekers, refugees 
and other migrants find 
friendship as well as practical 
assistance there. Jane, as a 
regular volunteer and member 
of the managing committee for 
Sanctuary Café, is a  well-
informed and enthusiastic 
speaker. If you would like to 
attend the Breakfast at 8.30 at 
St Luke's Church please contact 
Liz Morgan-Jones or Chris 
Doherty beforehand to assist 
with catering plans. Cost is £6 
payable at the door. 
 

P
arish

 N
e

w
s 

You are invited to a 

PANCAKE TEA                                                                             
Pancakes, sandwiches and cake                                                                                                

Plus fun and games for all 

St. Leonard’s Church Hall on 
Tuesday 25th  February  5.00-6.15pm  

Tickets £1 a family            Bring your friends and family! 
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Women’s Group have continued 
to meet twice a month on the 
first and third Monday evening 
of each month. So far in 2020 
we have enjoyed a New Year 
Party and by the time this is 
published we will have had our 
AGM. Lisa who has been our 
programme secretary is 
standing down, we are very 
grateful for her hard work and 
the interesting programme she 
has organised. Sue is standing 
down as secretary and I too am 
standing down as leader but we 
are both willing to remain on 
the committee if the group wish 
us to. 
 
2019 was a good year for us, 
among other things we enjoyed 
a private tour of Seaford 
Museum, we heard an update 
on the JPK project in Eastbourne 
and had a very enjoyable annual 
meal at Seaford Golf Club. So 
we look forward to the rest of 
2020, here is the programme for 
the next few weeks 
 
3rd February 
Meet Stefan Bracher our new 
Children Youth and Family 
Missioner . 
 
17th February 
Village of Sanctuary—talk 

2nd March 
Wheels for the World—Jill 
Jenkinson 
 
16th March 
Easter themed crafts 
  
6th April 
Compline in Church followed by 
refreshments in the hall 
 
 
New members are always 
welcome, we are a very friendly 
group. We meet at 7.45pm on 
the first and third Monday of 
each month except August. We 
ask people not to arrive before 
7.30pm to avoid disturbing the 
Brownies who use the hall 
before us. 

Stephanie Baker 

From the Registers 
 
Funerals 
Stella Dench   94 
Joan Patricia Parsons 99 
Joan Mary E Barton 90 
Daphne Jean Green 99 
Jonathan David Barrett 56 
Dennis Cliff   84 
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Deanery Healing Service 

at  

  St. Leonard's Church, Seaford  

 on 

Sunday, 29th March 2020 at 6.30pm 

The Ven. Martin Lloyd-Williams 

Archdeacon for Brighton & Lewes  
 

The worship service will include teaching giving plenty of time for 

anointing and prayer ministry. All who seek a closer relationship with 

God, his healing in mind, body and spirit are very welcome. 

MARCH  

HARE  

BAZAAR 
Saturday 7th March 

10.00 to 12 noon 

St. Leonard’s Church Hall 

Stalls-Easter Crafts-Cakes-Toys & Games 

Refreshments on Sale 
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As Paul and 
Jennie 
prepare to 
leave Seaford 
Paul reflects 
for the last 
time… 
 
 

Nine years ago, this month, I was 
invited for interview for the post of 
Vicar in a seaside deanery not a 
million miles away. I was in my fifth 
year as incumbent in Denton and had 
felt God calling me on to pastures 
new for a while. Little did I know that 
that day would bring about far bigger 
changes than I had contemplated. 
 
At the end of a very interesting day, 
alongside several other candidates, I 
could tell my wife was in some 
trepidation. But, although I had 

played my cards close to my chest 
and tried not to give away my feelings 
during the day, she need not have 
feared. We were of one mind; the 
parish was not for us. And when a 
phone call came the very next 
morning offering the job, I turned it 
down. 
 
The real suspense came in the 
following hours, when communicating 
my decision to both Bishop and 
Archdeacon, came the question, well 
why not consider Seaford? I wasn't 
unaware of the vacancy, of course. 
Having served as curate here 
previously, currently serving in the 
same deanery and having been asked 
by many if I might apply, I had 
repeatedly said that it wasn't for me. 
But now? 
 
Over the next few days, prayers were 
offered, and private conversations 
held. Very quickly I was invited to 

 

God of Surprises 
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meet with the patron's officer in 
London, which I did and agreed to 
come for a formal interview. Meeting 
two church wardens and being shown 
around the parish and vicarage was a 
little surreal, but we prayed together 
and played along, and the rest, as 
they say, is history.  A surprise though 
it may have been to me, we moved, 
once again, to Seaford in the summer 
of 2011 and I was inducted as vicar in 
September - a packed church and a 
memorable occasion! 
 
I always knew that it wouldn't last 
forever. Vicars come and go, as they 
must. But I know moving on at this 
time and in such a way has been a 
huge surprise (if not shock) to many. 
God is indeed a God of surprises. For 
several years, despite the amazing 
things that have been going on here, I 
have sensed a call to move on. With a 
well-known love of all things 
Scotland, there would have been little 
surprise perhaps if an announcement 
that we were heading north had been 
made. Well, over two years ago we 
were actively house-hunting, ministry 
searching in Scotland. We found a 
beautiful house in a perfect location 
for a ministry we thought we had 
glimpsed. But failure to sell a 
property in Sussex and no success in 
job openings, led to a re-evaluation as 
to why this route brought us up short.  
 
After much prayer, heart-searching 

and job consideration, a caravan 
short break to the south-west gave us 
an opportunity to pray, explore and 
think. Just as we arrived at the 
campsite, a phone call came from our 
agents: we had an offer on our Sussex 
home! Over the next few days we 
explored and found the town we are 
to move to in North Somerset. The 
process of selling and buying the right 
home wasn’t completely 
straightforward in the midst of Brexit, 
but we can see our new home is part 
of God's blessing and provision for us 
just now.   
 
Interestingly, if we hadn't embarked 
on the Scottish adventure, maybe 
we'd not have found the courage to 
step out in faith. Faith? Yes, we see 
the move as an act of faith and 
obedience. We don't yet know what 
the Lord has for us, but wait, 
prayerfully and expectantly for the 
next steps, whether voluntary or 
employed - but not until after a good 
rest! 
 
The past years have been amazing. It 
has been a real privilege to serve as 
Vicar here, with many amazing 
people, both lay and ordained. There 
have been many joys and much 
celebration, and there have been 
sadness’s as dear friends have 'been 
promoted to glory'. There have been 
tough times and hard work, but 
through all there has been a clear 
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sense of God's presence (tangible on 
many occasions) and plenty of 
evidence of His Spirit being at work in 
touched and changed lives, with new 
people joining us and new ministries 
being discovered and embraced.  
 
It is sometimes only as we look back 
that we can see the gradual changes 
that have taken place and it can be 
easy to miss them. Change is 
important, not for the sake of change, 
but as an indicator of growth. No 
change means no growth, which 
means stagnation and ultimately 
decay. Most of us don't find change 
easy, particularly as we get older, but 
as I look at the long list of vicars who 
have held the mantle of responsibility 
(and cure of souls, as the Bishop's 
licence calls it) for this parish, listed in 
a frame on the wall in the tower at St. 
Leonard's, I am mindful that my 
'watch' will only ever have been for a 
few short years in a much longer 
history. 
 
Thank you for welcoming me and my 
family (again!) as your vicar. It has 
been a privilege to serve you and this 
community over these years - through 
the seasons, the festivals, the 
anniversaries (including St Luke's 
60th), through the joys and struggles, 
through the training of curates and 
lay ministers, through the varied 
worship and joyful music and so much 
more. If I have offended you, then 

please forgive me. If I have not done 
something you think I should or I've 
seemed to miss you, it wasn't 
intentional, there just weren't enough 
hours in the week - please forgive me. 
 
I will miss you, Seaford, and this most 
special part of the country, very 
much. But God's call for us is to move 
on, and now is time for you to 
prepare for the next person, whom 
God is already calling to lead you on 
the next steps in His kingdom growth 
plans, and to play their part in 
'facilitating the miraculous' with you 
in this place, to His glory. Pray for 
them, whoever they are, in 
anticipation, expectation and with 
thanksgiving - and for all they and 
their loved ones will go through to 
leave where they are to come here! 
 
And as we go, I pray that the peace of 
the God of Surprises, which passes all 
our understanding will keep our 
hearts and minds in the knowledge 
and the love of God and of His Son, 
Jesus Christ. And the blessing of God 
Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
be with you, now and forever. 
 
Until we meet again, wherever that 
may be.  
 
With much love Paul. 
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Improve your fitness 
at Horder Healthcare Seaford 

 
Horder Healthcare is renowned for providing high quality musculo-skeletal healthcare services but 
we are also dedicated to keeping you fit and healthy to delay problems from occurring. From our 
clinic in Seaford we offer a range of fitness classes led by trained instructors and physiotherapists. 
Classes are aimed at those already suffering from muscle and joint pain in order to improve strength, 
balance and flexibility. 
 
 

To book a class or discover the range of classes available: 
Call 01323 810926 or visit www.horderhealtcare.co.uk 
 
Horder Healthcare 
Sutton Road 
East Sussex, BN25 1SS 
Registered charity number: 1046624 
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This undiscovered country usually 
reveals itself through the medium of 
change, and like any form of 
exploration can be uncomfortable. 
 
For many, our belovéd Paul leaving to 
explore his own future ministry has 
brought unsought even unwanted 
change to our lives.  After 17 years of 
Paul ministering in the area it will be a 
considerable wrench – for Paul also.  
So how should we begin to cope with 
his absence and assimilate the 
changes that will now ensue? 
 
Maybe we might first consider not 
our, but God’s perspective on this 
turn of events, and having done so 
begin to align our thinking with God, 
and therefore discover how we might 
respond to them.  
 
Let us start with a question, “Is this 

God’s will?” for the answer to that 
will define our response.  Paul was 
very clear about hearing God’s 
prompt to move and received 
considerable confirmation from 
various quarters about taking the 
decision to move on.  So, if this is the 
right time for Paul to leave us to 
explore new areas of ministry, is it 
right for us that we now face the 
changes and challenges that come 
with interregnum and a new vicar?   
 
The answer must be ‘Yes’, otherwise 
we are faced with the conundrum 
that God contradicts himself, i.e. it is 
right that Paul leaves, but wrong that 
we are left without him, and 
searching for a new incumbent – that 
cannot be so!  As Paul leaves to seek 
out his future in ministry it will be an 
exciting time for him, Jenny and all 
the family.  For Paul it will be a time 

The future, an undiscovered country…  
which can only be explored moment by moment 
Derreck Lee-Philpot writes... 
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of growth, equipping, strengthening, 
and receiving different gifts to use in 
the new place of service God is 
leading him into. 
 
The same is true for us! I have heard 
it said (at theological college) that 
interregnums can be characterised by 
a reduction in attendance and general 
bickering.  That may be true in the 
experience of some, but I believe that 
in this parish with its breadth of 
worship and generous spirit we have 
far more character than that.  That 
does not mean to say that the coming 
months will be easy, but I believe 
there is a wealth of untapped gifting 
and talent in this parish that will 
spring up during the next months.  Let 
me recount a story to illustrate this. 
 
Near Andover there is a Hawk 
Conservancy, it is a brilliant place to 
spend a day watching birds fly in their 
natural habitat.  Corrinne and I visited 
several times a year for over fifteen 
years when we lived near there.  One 
of the ‘flying grounds’ consists of a 
large field.  During the late autumn, 
winter and early spring the grass is 
kept trimmed the hedgerows are cut 
back and it looks well-kept and tightly 
managed.  However, in the late spring 
and summer the grass is left to grow, 
and it does grow!  Three inches, then 
six, then twelve, then in parts 
eighteen inches high!  It looks 
unkempt and wild, but then… they 

mow paths through the field.  As you 
walk along the paths you see the 
blaze of multi-colours, pale and dark 
blues, pinks, yellows, reds, purples, 
violet and gold.  The most vibrant and 
delicate shades of flowers imaginable.  
It is a site of special scientific interest 
and breath-taking in its beauty when 
seen in high summer, it is one of the 
last habitats of its type. 
 
That’s how I see us as a church 
community across the two churches 
and eight services during this time of 
interregnum.  On occasion this year 
we may look a little unkempt (the 
grass might become a little long) but 
there will be an explosive growth of 
gifts and talents (flowers) that will 
both surprise and delight us as God 
equips many to serve in ways they 
may not have imagined (or even 
chosen) in the coming months.   
 
I do not accept the image of a church 
desperately trying to hold itself 
together in interregnum awaiting the 
arrival of an incumbent knight in 
shining armour galloping over the hill 
to its rescue!   
 
I rather believe in a church 
community that will prayerfully step 
forward into a near future that holds 
so many opportunities to develop and 
deepen our spirituality and 
relationship with Jesus, and through 
our discipleship to Him encourage 
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Chichester Cathedral Friends 
The Chichester Cathedral Friends are an important part of the Cathedral family. 
For 80 years they have contributed to the life and work of this special place. The 

Friends host a range of events and provide opportunities to meet new people 
and share new experiences. 

 
As a Friend you will enjoy: 

Invitations to exclusive previews and receptions, priority booking for selected 
Cathedral events and opportunities to meet world-class musicians 
www.chichestercathedral.org.uk/get-involved/chichester-cathedral-friends 

and strengthen others - within the 
church and beyond. 
 
Change is inevitable in all this, things 
will not remain the same, but this 
Godly change in our circumstances is 
redolent and heavy with opportunity. 
For example, our Child, Youth, and 
Family Missioner has arrived and is 
now settling in and no doubt Stefan 
will be developing and planning new 
tweaks and changes to our current 
work in these areas.  With the success 
of last years’ Alpha course plans for 
Alpha 2020 will start soon, last years’ 
course was the largest in the area 
with so many lives affected and 
changed, drawn nearer to the heart of 
Jesus.  Samara’s Aid has been 
adopted as one of our mission 
partners and we will be hearing more 
of what that means soon.  Let us 
continue to develop and grow the 
mission of St Leonard’s and St Luke’s 
through these initiatives and be open 
to God drawing us into new ventures 

as we journey with Him.  I believe the 
coming months could be some of the 
most exciting we have lived through. 
So how are we to step forward 
together into this ‘undiscovered 
country’? Will it be in fear and 
trepidation of the unknown and 
unfamiliar, with us desperately trying 
to hold together what we have and 
know? 
 
Or, will we walk tall, in the full 
confidence of our God, knowing that 
Him bringing us to this situation is a 
mark of us being in the centre of His 
will, His plan, and His purpose, and 
that He will walk together with us 
every step of the way in this new 
adventure. 
 
“For I know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the Lord, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a 
future.”  (Jeremiah 29:11) 
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Friday 21st February 
Lunch at St. Peter’s Chapel 
Rooms  with 2 sittings 12.00 to 
1.00pm and 1.00 to 2.00pm. 
Tickets will cost £8  
 
Saturday 9th May 
Lunch in Leonard's Hall from 
12.00 to 1.30pm  Tickets will 
cost £8. 

10th-16th May 
Christian Aid Week. 
A Christian Aid Service on 
Sunday 10th May at 6.00pm. 
The venue to be confirmed. 
 
Saturday 13th June (tbc) 
Cream Tea in Bishopstone 
Village Hall organised by St. 
Andrew’s. 

 
                 

LUNCH 

 2020  
St Peter’s Chapel Room, Belgrave Road 

 
12 noon to 1.00pm or 1.00pm to 2.00pm 

 

     Tickets £8 from Church Christian Aid 

representatives  or ring  01323 894899 

You can find out more about Christian Aid, their work, aims and 

beliefs by visiting their website  

www.christianaid.org.uk 
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Shoebox Delivery 
Diary 2019 
Each year Shoeboxes are delivered to 
Romania, Bulgaria, Moldova and 
Ukraine. A total of 37,400 were taken 
to Eastern Europe at the beginning of 
December along with numerous lap 
blankets and other items. We send a 
small team to one of those locations 
to help give your shoeboxes out and 
to report back what they have seen.  
In 2019 it was Lasi, Romania. 
 
Day 1  
We arrived in Iasi the night before 
after a very early start from Luton – 
home of cheap flights.  This is where 
Link to Hope has its largest project 
the Future Changed and we are 
happy to be meeting so many of our 
project managers that have been 
involved with Link to Hope from the 
very beginning.   
 

Its -3 degrees and with a disrupted 
night’s sleep, it’s time to meet our 
our project manager Pavel, who we  

first met 15 years ago. First stop is the 
Link to Hope sponsored project 
Future Changed and the Little 
Rainbows Kindergarten. The standard 
of the kindergarten is exceptional.  
Unfortunately, this is a rarity and our 
kindergarten is one of the only 
lifelines in the area for local families. 
Based in Dallas Shanty Town, the 
houses generally consist or two 
rooms with little or no facilities and 
are ramshackled and draughty. 
 
Our Shoebox Delivery Team consists 
of Gill, Diana, Lisa, Maria, Rob 
(Furniture), Jasmine, Rob (Devon) and 
Liz who instantly started interacting 
with the children who are delighted 
to have new playmates.  Jasmine 
finds herself under a blanket with 12 
children telling a story with Anna 
their teacher interpreting. These 
children’s home lives are extremely 
difficult but for a few hours a day 
these children have a safe and 
nurturing environment with teachers 
who adore them, a warm place that 
they can comfortably play in with 
their slippers and food provided.   
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We then went to visit some of the 
children in their homes in Dallas 
Shanty Town. We meet a very shy 8 
year old, David, who goes to the 
Future Changed Homework Club and 
was wearing a prized Fortnite jumper.  
He lives at home with his parents in 1 
room. They have no electricity or 
running water and they use a wood 
stove to keep warm, cook, heat up 
water to bathe etc. Davids mother 
starts to apologise for not being able 
to say thank you in English, his father 
embarrassingly welcomes us into his 
home and thanks us for coming to see 
them and for our generosity. Many 
fathers do not recognise their 
children. However despite the 
obvious hardship in this family, this 
father is very present. David is lucky 
to have both parents and they have 
worked very hard to make this 
cramped room homely. 
 
The next home is up a steep muddy 
incline. With dogs barking at us as 
they attempt to protect their home 
while being chained up, we are 
introduced to a family who have no 

legal paperwork for the house they 
are trying to build on their 
Grandfathers land, but they’ve lived 
here a long time and Link to Hope 
have supported them with building 
materials. The entrance to the house 
is so muddy so the obvious thing to 
do is take our shoes off, the family are 
mortified but we do so anyway. There 
is washing hanging outside every 
house we visit, in -3 so it is a wonder 
how any of these clothes will dry.  

Dallas Shanty Town is gradually 
changing.  Instead of every house 
being a shack, some houses that have 
been built recently are very good.  
However this invariably has been built 
from money where family members 
risk leaving their home, to find work 
abroad, and slowly send money back 
to buy building materials in stages. It 
takes years and they make slow 
progress, but progress nonetheless. 
Time to move on. 
 
We go on to meet Valentin the 
project leader who now works in the 
isolated outlying villages around Iasi.  
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Valentin introduces us to a reformed 
character who used to terrorise the 
village with his drinking and carrying 
around a large knife.  Now he is 
completely changed and is running a 
homework club from his house. We 
walk into a crowded room with a 
wood stove in the corner of the 
room, another Romanian staple. The 
children sit in rows at tables with a 

shy lady (his wife) supervising 
colouring in and playing with a few 
basic toys. A meal is ready for the 
children – salami and bread. The 
team brings in the shoeboxes and we 
hand them out.  There are some 
wonderful gifts in the shoeboxes and 
the children’s eyes are wide as they 
go through their boxes.  Alcoholism 
and domestic violence are very high 
in these isolated villages and these 
children have a rough existence with 
very little to take them away from 
their lives.  The shoeboxes were that 
moment of joy when they were in a 
safe space just enjoying being 
children and eagerly looking at all the 
wonderful gifts that were in the 
shoeboxes.  

The Parish Magazine Price Increase...an explanation! 
 

I do hope you enjoy reading this latest edition of The Parish Magazine...no doubt you will have noticed 
that we have increased the cover price for the coming year from 95p to £1.00 following other similar 
rises in recent years. Whilst I hope you might use your copy and other copies as an outreach tool to pass 
on to others, it’s important that we do strive to cover our costs. A few years ago the Standing 
Committee agreed to a 5-year plan that would see the cover price rise steadily to £1.00, we are there 
now so unless costs dramatically increase the intention is to hold the price steady for as long as we are 
able. This means that for those who pay annually your subscription is £6 and for those who pay as you 
go it’s a very neat £1.00 so no scrabbling around for change! 
 
If you would like to receive the magazine in electronic format by email to read either on a computer, 
tablet or other device the annual subscription is just £4.00. If you would like to receive an e-format copy 
please email magazine@seafordparish.org.uk 
 
As ever many thanks to all our contributors, to Stephanie and Hazel for proof reading, to Charlie who 
copies the magazine and to David and Hazel who bundle copies ready for distribution. Also to you for 
your comments and feedback.  
 
Malcolm Anderson (Editor) 
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Prayer Pastor Sue 
Griffiths writes… 
Praying together with Confidence 
Have you ever thought “I’d love to 
be able to pray aloud but I can’t / 
don’t know how / I don’t have the 
words” or “they’ll laugh at me”.  I’ve 
been there too.  When I came to 
faith, I belonged to a Church where 
praying aloud was the norm and it 
seemed that no one else had a 
problem with doing so.  Their words 
seemed eloquent and just tripped off 
their tongues.  The same was true in 
homegroup but there it was fewer 
people and more awkward to try and 
hide.  Me, I felt tongue-tied and did 
not want to embarrass myself.  The 
first time I prayed aloud in a 
gathering, I said one sentence, in a 
small timid voice.  I felt hot and was 
likely very red in the face, but when I 
had got over the shock, my 
embarrassment was replaced with a 
great sense of peace and release (as 
well as relief).  Afterwards, people 
came up to say how pleased and 
blessed they had been.  They were 
genuinely delighted.  I didn’t expect 
that!  That occasion remains in my 
memory and started me on a journey 
which continues.   I still stumble 
sometimes and “lose the thread” but 
as I’m praying to my Heavenly Father 
and He knows my thoughts anyway, 
it matters far less now.   

If you would like to more confidently 
pray with others, I invite you to join 
me to explore this. I propose to keep 
the group small (maximum 4 people 
at a time), so first come, first served.  
The group will meet for 4 to 6 weeks 
in my home, with the time and day 
dependent on those who wish to 
come.  More groups can follow if 
needed.  At the end of this time, you 
may wish to pray regularly in 2’s or 
3’s, join in with the prayer meetings 
in the parish or join a homegroup.  
Please get in contact with me by 
email: prayerpastor@seafordparish.org.uk 
or phone 872163.        
  

A Prayer for the Parish 
 

Our Heavenly Father, at the beginning 
of a new chapter in the life of this 

parish, give us open hearts and grace 
to grow in faith and prayer as we 
serve you in our local community.  

Lord, guide and bless the person you 
are calling to be our new vicar. May 

they have vision, courage, and 
wisdom, being a person of prayer, 

filled with and led by the Holy Spirit 
and the Word of God.  Together, may 
we build a community of faith for the 

days in which we live and those to 
come.  May your Kingdom come here 

in Seaford. Amen. 



20 

 

H
o

m
e

 G
ro

u
p

s Over the last months it seems 
that as soon as one mountain 
has been scaled another has 
reared up before us!  We have 
had changes in homegroup 
leadership, friends ‘going to 
glory’, a new homegroup 
starting, the collective effort that 
was Alpha, from which we are 
still seeing fruit and looking at 
how best to serve the needs of 
those who have come through 
the course.  
 
Homegroups have proved to be 
remarkably resilient during this 
time of testing and stretching.  It 
does clearly demonstrate how 
we are meant to live as a 
corporate family.  Genesis 2:18 
reminds us that man was not 
designed to live in isolation – 
remember than when God said 
this Adam was male and female 
(Man) Adam had not been 
separated into male and female 
creating Eve. 
 
In the coming months we face 
another challenge of living 
through an interregnum, 
awaiting the appointment of a 
new incumbent vicar.  I am sure 
that the strength and stability 
offered by homegroups will 
provide a solid foundation from 
which we as a church can 
continue to grow and develop 

through this exciting time. 
 
There maybe some who may not 
see the ‘excitement’, but surely 
walking with God, exploring the 
unknown future must hold a 
frisson of expectation, the 
wonder of experiencing what 
God has for us ‘just around the 
corner’. 
 
In the next months we may be 
able to better understand the 
feelings of Abram as he was told 
to leave the place he was 
(presumably) comfortable in to 
travel to somewhere he didn’t 
know, or to appreciate Moses 
feelings as he was instructed to 
take the people from Egypt to an 
unknown ‘promised Land’, when 
he didn’t feel qualified for the 
task. 
 
These are certainly interesting 
times the church is living through 
as we look for a new vicar, the 
diocese looks for two new 
bishops.  It is as if everywhere 
we look change is afoot, with 
God working his purposes out -
just as the hymn says,  
 
“God is working his purpose out, 
as year succeeds to year: 
God is working his purpose out, 
and the time is drawing near: 
nearer and nearer draws the 
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time, the time that shall surely be, 
when the earth shall be filled with the 
glory of God, as the waters cover the 
sea.” (Arthur C Ainger 1841-1919) 
 
As ever the range of material used by 
homegroups is broad.  Between now 
and Easter diverse subjects such as, 
the small OT books - Jonah, Amos, 
Joel; the book of God’s grace – Job; 
the prophet Jesus most quoted – 
Isaiah; and the NT books of Ephesians 
and John will be discussed and 
‘chewed over’.  One group will even 
look at Judaism to try and better 
understand how Jesus would have 
been seen and understood by his first 
hearers.  Another is doing the 
‘Together for Good’ bible study which 
looks at how to ‘grow happiness and 
wellbeing in our community’. 
 

As we read, listen, share and learn in 
our groups let us occasionally lift our 
eyes to see that we are a small but 
wonderful part of God’s plan for 
humanity, and as we co-operate with 
him in obedient discipleship we can 
play our part in ‘working his purpose 
out’ amongst us which will surely lead 
to the earth being filled with the glory 
of God. 

If you would like to  

join a home group 
please  
contact  

Derreck Lee-Philpot  
 or Charlie Grimble 

and they can tell you when 
and where groups meet. 

The Parish of Sutton with Seaford 
St. Leonard’s & St. Luke’s Churches  

 

You are warmly invited to the  

Annual Parochial Church Meeting  
on  

Sunday 26th April 2019 at 3.30pm  
in  

St. Leonard’s Church  
Reports and accounts will be available prior to the meeting 
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SHANNON  
ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES  
Electrical Contractors 

 

18 Chesterton Drive, Seaford,  
East Sussex BN25 3RH 

Telephone: (01323) 893458 
Mobile telephone: 07926377198 
Email: Shannon.es@sky.com` 

 
Domestic , Commercial, Industrial,  

Installations,   Part P registered 
 

 

ARKWELL 
SERVICES 

 Painting & decorating 
both internal/external 

 

 Carpet and upholstery 
cleaning, spot and stain 
removal and stain 
guarding 

 

 Full tenant cleans 
 

 Fully insured, totally 
trustworthy and reliable 

 

Please call Shaughn or Jackie at 
Arkwell Services or visit our website 

www.arkwell-services.co.uk 
 

E-mail: enquiries@arkwell-services.co.uk 

01323 490777 or 07967 049988 (mobile) 

mailto:Shannon.es@sky.com%60
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Seaford Parish Prayer Diary  

February and April 2020 
 

A prayer diary is a tool which helps focus our personal and corporate prayers.  It is 
by no means exhaustive or exclusive but provides a framework whereby we focus 
our prayers on specific topics each day.  You will see in this leaflet that in the first 
section for each month, we pray for our Mission partners.  This is followed by a 
different topic for each day.      
 

‘Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, 
it will be done for them by my Father in heaven.’  Matthew 18: 19 
 

Pray for Missions Partners during February  
 
Homelink         Link: Diana Dixon 
Working in partnership with Lewes District Council and others help those 
threatened by eviction and homelessness in offering interest-free loans to cover a 
private tenancy deposit and rent in advance.   
 Give thanks for Homelink’s assistance to people into rented accommodation 
 Increased support for Homelink as the need for more financial and 

administrative help rises 
 For those locally who are unable to find appropriate housing and are faced with 

potentially moving to another area away from friends and family 
 For an increase in awareness and concern for those who are homeless or 

threatened with homelessness.  
 
Beachy Head Chaplaincy       Link: Gill Tansley                                                                                                           
The Chaplains are Christians from local Churches, working alongside local services, 
patrol Beachy Head on foot and by car, responding to emergency calls and locating 
anyone at risk.  They seek to save lives using skills in crisis intervention, offering 
supportive listening, starting a dialogue and encouraging more hopeful solutions 
than suicide  
 For the Holy Spirit to guide the chaplains to where the people in need are 
 For continuous good working relationships with other agencies 
 For a reduction in number of people ending their lives  
 For the Chaplains and support staff themselves that after dealing with difficult 

situations they find healthy resolution. 
 
Daily prayer in February 
1 Pray for the UK as we leave the EU and for our government for wisdom in 

prioritising legal and commercial strategies  
2 As churches begin their programmes for 2020, that they will have a positive 



24 

 impact upon the communities they serve       
3 The Diocesan Safeguarding Team, Ruth Saunders, our parish Safeguarding  
 Co-ordinator & Gill Tansley, Children’s Advocate for wisdom & discernment  
4 For the person God may call to serve in the parish as incumbent 
5 The people and country of Australia with the devastation and aftermath of the 

forest fires and for strength & resources to rebuild lives  
6 All Workplace Chaplains: Fire, Police, Ambulance, Coastguard, YMCA, Prisons 
7 Waves - supporting families & providing listeners for children in primary schools 
8 Couples planning weddings this year attending the Marriage Preparation course     
9   The Queen & Royal Family as they balance civic duty with personal & family life 
10 People affected by eruption of Taal volcano in Philippines for ongoing provision  
11 Stefan Bracher (Children Youth and Family Missioner) and his wife, Alice, that  

they will quickly feel at home with us.   
12 Give thanks for all who volunteer their time and gifts in the church and within 

Seaford to help & enrich the lives of others.    
13 The Lord Chancellor (patron of the parish) & her office - for wisdom & integrity   
14 Healing for families & individuals divided by generational & family rifts,  
 disharmony, poverty, politics & matters of belief.    
15 People of Syria & Iraq – for fortitude and hopefulness in adversity   
16 Harry Dixon & his family as they bring him for baptism today at Meeting Place.   
 All who made baptismal vows last year - strength & perseverance to fulfil these 
17 Children & families for safety, protection and fun during holiday week  
18 Worldwide Anglican Church to uphold the truth of God’s word  
19 Health Services managing increasing and seasonal demands with fixed 
 resources 
20 Our organists, choir, worship leaders & musicians preparing for Sunday 

worship 
21 Children around the world unable to access education, due to lack of resources  
22 Those living on the Esplanade, West View, Steyne Road, St John’s Road,  
 Causeway, Mallett Close College Road, Ringmer Road & The Boundary 
23 The Prime Minister & Parliament for truth & wisdom in their decision making 
24 Martin Lloyd Williams, Archdeacon for Brighton & Lewes 
25 Elderly & housebound suffering loneliness & isolation affecting their well-being  
26 Lent begins – Ash Wednesday services.  For Homegroups in parish & their 

leaders that they will continue to flourish and that others will want to join in. 
27 Seahaven foodbank – give thanks for provision of supplies & for those who run 

it that they will continue to provide for those in need   
28 Positive relationships between the leaders of & the nations of the world 
29 Those living in Martello Road, Marine Crescent, Cricketfield Road, The Covers,  
 Cliffe Road, Cliffe Gardens & Cliffe Close  
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 Pray for Mission Partners during March 
 
Schools in Seaford          Link: Liz Morgan-Jones  
Primary Schools: Cradle Hill, Annecy, Chyngton, Seaford Primary.   
Schools for Special needs Bowden House, Cuckmere House, St John’s School. 
Secondary: Seaford Head and 6th Form Centre.   
 For guidance and wisdom as to how the Seaford churches should be 

interacting with and helping all our local schools during 2020. 
 Families as they finalise the process and apply to schools for their children 

of four plus to start in September.  Families as they await to hear to which 
secondary school their children have been allocated. 

 Those managing and preparing budgets for the new financial year in April. 
 That staff and governors will form good working relationships. 
 
Bible Society        Link: Prue McLean 
In some parts of the world, access to the Scriptures is difficult or simply 
unavailable, whereas in the UK, the Bible is readily available but has lost its 
significance & its value is unrecognised by many.  The Bible Society works to 
change this through translation, distribution, creating digital formats, advocating 
for its place in society and helping people relate to and make sense of it in 
everyday life.  
 UK – Wales: For volunteers, staff in schools & Joseff Edwards, the new Bible 

Society worker in S.E. Wales 
 For those working on a Welsh language edition of the Bible Course 
 The Gulf – for the Bible Society & Churches in the Gulf.   
 Qatar where shipment of Bibles has been confiscated by Customs & Bible 

Society trading licence suspended.  Pray for the meeting to reverse decision.   
 
Daily prayers in March  
1  Messy Church families & helpers - for a fun time as they hear about Jesus 
2 Shops & businesses in Seaford that they may prosper, serving a growing  
 and diverse population 
3 Diocesan clergy and employees at Church House as they respond to the 

differing needs of parishes  
4 Chancellor of Exchequer as he prepares to deliver the budget on 11th March 
5 Refugees – for safety and a permanent home where they might build a new life 
6 World Day of Prayer led by the Church in Zimbabwe & Churches together in 

Seaford service locally 
7 Those living in Fitzgerald Avenue, Lions Place, Fitzgerald Park, The Close, 
 Corsica Road, Gerald Road, Maurice Road 
8 Christians living under the threat of persecution & those who worship alone 
9 National Church leaders for wisdom & boldness to stand as ambassadors of 
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Christ 

10 Church Bell ringers, give thanks for the joy that the sound of bells gives to many  
11 Children & families attending Tots that they might feel at home in our churches.  

For Janet Fairchild, Ann Fenwick & helpers.  
12 The relief of international world debt for poorer countries 
13 Prayer Ministry Teams as they meet with people to share and pray with others 
14 Deanery Ladies meeting for breakfast & fellowship 
15 Labour party leadership contest – for the candidate of God’s choosing to 

provide effective leadership to unite the party  
16 Those living in Bramber Road, Heathfield Road, Dean Road, Ashurst Road, 

Crooked Lane, Steyne Close, Bramber Close, Crooked Lane, Bramber Lane 
17 Deanery Synod meeting today including our members, Julia Lawson, Sue 

Saunders, Hazel Bramley & Julian Dinsell 
18 Any who struggle with long term health conditions that prevent them from 

finding their fulfilment in life  
19 Members of Parliament & Maria Caulfield, our MP for integrity & wisdom 
20 The Middle East, especially for Christians living with Palestinian and Jewish  
 communities 
21 Give thanks for our Readers – Ron, Kate, Alan & Wendy 
22 Mothering Sunday - Give thanks for mothers, & those who have nurtured us in 

the faith.  Pray for those with a sense of loss or deprivation.  
23 Emergency services – for safety as they encounter volatile situations & for 

wisdom to create a peaceful outcome 
24 Those who no longer belong to a Church, that they will meet Christians to walk 

alongside them and bring them back 
25 Members who are no longer able to attend Church due to frailty, ageing or 

illness and for those who faithfully visit and keep in contact 
26 Those living in Rother Road, Southdown Road, Chyngton Road, Chyngton Place,  

Cuckmere Road, Arundel Road, Bracken Road, Links Road 
27 Youth group, Stefan & Lisa as they meet this evening  
28 The UK armed forces & the families separated because of duty 
29 Deanery Healing Service that many will find comfort, healing & wholeness  
30 Pastoral care members & Wendy Ogilvie as she leads the team that they will 

have a word in season for all they visit 
31 Derreck & Corrinne for wisdom, health & strength especially during the vacancy 
 
 

The Parish Prayer Diary will be next published in the April-May 2020 edition 
of the Magazine, copies also available in Church in standard or large print 
and may be downloaded from parish website - www.seafordparish.org.uk   

http://www.seafordparish.org.uk
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Hourly           

and                

daily rates  

For a FREE quote call Darrel on 07778 356955 or 01323 810893 

www.hometogarden.co.uk 
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All concerts begin at 1.00pm and last about an hour.  

February 15th 
Adam Heron (piano)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adam Heron is one of today’s 
leading young pianists. He 
appeared on BBC Four Television 
as a Finalist in BBC Young 
Musician 2018, has given live 
performances on Radio 3 and 
has received a recording 
contract with KNS Classical. 
Adam was born in Hong Kong in 
1999 of Nigerian-Filipino descent 
and has been a chorister in 
Gloucester Cathedral Choir. His 
career as pianist has since led 
him to perform throughout the 
UK and abroad. Adam currently 
studies with Professor 
Christopher Elton at the Royal 
Academy in London.  

March 21st 
Fiona Hosford (harp) 

 

Fiona's repertoire ranges from 
Classical music, the Beatles, 
through to Light Jazz and 
popular Modern Classics. 
Whether it's Pachelbel, Puccini 
or Elton John, Andrew Lloyd-
Webber, The A-Team or Star 
Trek, Fiona will delight you with 
her magnetic personality and 
harp playing  

Pick up a copy of the 

2020 Concert 

Programme  

in Church or  

download a copy at 
www.seafordparish.org.uk 
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Dear Friends, 
A very happy New Year to you 
all!   

Thank you so much for your 
support and encouragement.  
Looking at my 2019 Diary, 
preparing for the Annual Report, 
once again I’m amazed by 
answers to prayer! This year 
several impossible situations 
have been completely turned 
around!  Nothing is impossible 
with God!  
 
Noel 
Little Noel came to us from a 
home for babies where he was 
placed at 18 months old, he and 
another boy were the only ones 
who had not been adopted after 
8 years of trying.  The other 
home felt his chances for 
adoption were slim due to 
difficult behaviour problems. 
This was the first time we have 
been involved in adoption, as 
usually boys referred to us are 
older and adoption is not an 
option. Noel completely wore us 

all out this year as we tried to 
help him overcome feelings of 
rejection. Thank you for prayer - 
adoptive parents came forward 
and the process moved quicker 
than usual. After a year with us 
he is now in America, part of a 
wonderful family, his Dad is an 
Assistant Pastor!  He is learning 
the American language in school 
and so happy! This is a miracle, 
no doubt about it!   

 
Jimo 
When possible, we re-unite 
children with family or relatives. 
Sadly, we have not been able to 
do this for Jimo, with us for 2 
years. The beginning of this year 
was terrible for him but he came 
through, having learnt some 
extremely painful lessons. 
Praying for him I felt we should 
re-assess the family situation, so 
Lineth took him for a home visit. 
This time everything has changed 
-his two aunties and their 
families welcomed him back with 
tears in their eyes. Wonderful 

Lesley Gomez 
writes… 
Christmas at LAMA House was 
unusually quiet! 
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that he will be able soon to get back 
to his friends and family! We pray 
believing his soul will be completely 
restored. Pray also for healing for his 
father, suffering from depression. 
There are very few psychiatrists in 
this country. A Mental Health Act was 
passed only this year!  
 
Wowie 
 Thank you for praying for this! 
Anyone who has visited LAMA House 
remembers Wowie! He was referred 
to us at age 7, abandoned, unable to 
speak and delayed mentally. The 
Social Worker begged us to admit him 
for “Temporary Shelter” there was no 
other home where they could place 
him. We are not trained or equipped 
for children with Special Needs but 
welcomed him. A couple of years ago 
an Auntie visited and led us to his 
family, but a home visit did not work 
out. Again, I decided to try again this 
year and Lineth had a successful visit 
with his Mum. Lately, Wowie has 
been on several home visits, as we try 
to help Mum and relatives get ready 
to accept him back home. Peter has 
built an outside toilet for them and 
plans to fix up her house, in need of 
repairs. So far, visits have gone well 
and the community of extended 
family have welcomed Wowie back 
home after 15 years of being away. 
We never thought we would see the 
day! It is quite difficult letting go, 
particularly for Simon who has been 

Wowie’s Care-giver. When he arrives 
back at LAMA after a visit, all he 
wants to do is sing along to worship 
music!  We hope to find a Pastor in 
their village who will disciple the 
family and take Wowie under his 
wing.     
 
Accreditation 
LAMA House re-accreditation was 
delayed because we had no Social 
Worker at the start of the year. So 
glad to welcome Lineth to our team – 
she was thrown straight into the deep 
end of DSWD Accreditation as soon as 
we hired her. Each Accreditation lasts 
for 3 years – we passed again, which 
means LAMA House has been 
accredited for 20 years when this one 
expires! I think that is exceptional and 
must bring it to the attention of the 
Department of Social Welfare and 
Development – it is very difficult; I 
think we deserve a medal!  
 
Recognition 
Simon and Michael recently received 
an award for their work at the 
Rehabilitation Centre for Youth. The 
Regional Juvenile Justice and Welfare 
Committee awarded LAMA Ministries, 
“Natatanging Pagkilala sa mga 
Kampeon ng Juvenile Justice Law,” 
“Unique Recognition of Champions of 
Juvenile Justice Law.” It is wonderful 
what God is doing through them at 
RRCY every week. Last Sunday more 
than 30 boys almost ran to the front 
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Praying Together… 
 On the 2nd Tuesday of each month at St. Luke’s Church from 2.00pm 

onwards. 
 On Friday mornings from 7.00 to 7.30 and Saturdays from 8.30 to 9.00 in 

the chapel of St. Leonard’s Church.   
 On  alternate Thursdays at the home of Barry and Kate Ranger. 
 Prayer@7 is held on the 4th Sunday of the month in St. Leonard’s at 

7.00pm.  

after Chapel Service, asking Michael 
to pray with them about Court 
Hearings, family situations and in 
response to God’s Word! Michael’s 
own way of teaching keeps them 
listening and participating. 
 

   
33 Years of LAMA 1986 -2019   
We celebrated the 33rd Anniversary of 
LAMA Ministries – Registered with 
the Securities and Exchange 
Commission, Philippines on October 
26, 1986. It always blesses me when 
former boys from years gone by come 
home for celebrations. This 2020, 
with fewer referrals, we plan to spend 
more time visiting former boys, 
linking them with churches, helping 
them get better jobs and 
strengthening them in their faith.  
  

Prayer Requests:  
At the beginning of 2019 Gina, 
resigned as Social Worker, then Jose 
retired, having worked hard since 
1990 as House-father. At the close of 
the year Gener (right) resigned as 
Carer (a former “LAMA boy”) hoping 
to work abroad.  
We are searching for someone a lot 
like Gener, who always arrived for 
work with a big smile!  
We are very happy to welcome Joy as 
House-mother. Health & strength for 
all staff.  
 
Many thanks to you all!   
 
Lesley, Peter and family X  

Boys praying for you in evening 
devotions 
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Established 1955 
 

 Your local electricians for all wiring, fault finding, installation and 
repairs.  

 Domestic and commercial. 
 Industrial, agricultural and landlords works. 
 Home automation, mood lighting and home cinema. 

 
         ALFRISTON (01323) 870485 

                                 enquire@norvett.com 
                            www.norvett.com 

Chris’s Catering 

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

 
PARTIES • WEDDINGS • FUNERALS 

DINNER PARTIES 

OUTSIDE CATERING 

FOOD FOR YOUR FREEZER 

NO EVENT TOO SMALL 

 
FARM COTTAGE, FIRLE ROAD, SEAFORD 

01323 890096 

07970 751839 

http://norvett.us9.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=d6ed636d37865616dab57464e&id=3ee92de0b5&e=7931c2dc2b
http://norvett.us9.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=d6ed636d37865616dab57464e&id=6f6a76bc40&e=7931c2dc2b
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Join us and help support 

 the Eastbourne DGH 
 

You can: 
Become a MEMBER, make a DONATION, 

leave a LEGACY, VOLUNTEER 
 

01323 438236 
esh-tr.friendsdgh@nhs.net 

www.friendsdgh.org.uk 
 

Visit the FRIENDS FLOWER SHOP 
at Eastbourne DGH  

for all your floristry needs 
01323 417400 ext 4033 

Do you need help or a 
break in caring for your 

loved one?  
 

Companion sitting   
Night care  

Help with personal care!  
 

For details or a chat  

Then please phone    
07970751839 

Your local Electrician - No job too small 

 Interior and exterior lighting 

 Extra sockets. General repairs.  

 Energy efficient LED lights. 

 

 Call Dave for a consultation &           

estimate – 07 971 072115 
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Primary & Secondary Experienced Teacher  

Building confidence, making progress, revision! 
Maths/English 

Primary/SATS/11+ & 13+/GCSE 
Home-school pupil packs to support parents.    

All sessions and packs are individually designed for 
your son or daughter.  

Liz Hunter on 07918127763 or 01323 893 933 
Based in Seaford. DBS/Insured 
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Mission 
Diana Dixon 
 
I am delighted to report that in 
December the PCC agreed to 
include Samara’s Aid, a local 
charity based in Brighton, as one 
of our church missions. Later on 
this year we are hoping that 
Samara will attend one of our 
church services to tell us more 
about her work, but in the 
meantime I would like to tell 
you more about the project and 
what has been happening so far.  
 
Many of you are familiar with 
Samara’s Aid and have 
generously provided clothing 
and bedding to send to Syria in 
recent years. You have probably 
also heard that last year Samara 
took the difficult decision to 
stop sending this aid as it 
became difficult to control its 
distribution in Syria.  
 
As a result, Samara decided to 
focus energy and resources 
towards building a new hospital 
with bigger and better facilities 
than the small medical centres 
that Samara’s Aid had set up 
previously, and to continue 
providing help for widows and 

children. Two projects very close 
to her heart as she has seen at 
first hand the desperate need 
for medical care, and the plight 
of women whose husband or 
sons have been killed in the war 
and who were now left to bring 
up children or grandchildren in 
appalling conditions with no 
proper housing and with no 
means of support.  
 
It is difficult for us to imagine 
what life is like for those whose 
lives have been torn apart by 
war, and who have lost loved 
ones and their homes. Children 
have been traumatised by the 
horrors they have seen and lived 
through, and many have been 
unable to continue their 
education as their school has 
been destroyed or is now used 
to house the homeless. 
 
In December, Samara’s Aid took 
possession of a building where it 
could provide a safe space for 
vulnerable and traumatised 
children, and also assist those 
responsible for caring for them. 
To quote Samara, “This project 
is all about demonstrating the 
unconditional love of Jesus for 
the poorest, most marginalised 
and traumatised people in a 
multi-faith community”. 
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Once completed the centre will 
provide:  
 safe spaces, both inside and 

outside, where children can play 
and let off steam; 

 a room for counselling and 
psychotherapy for the vulnerable 
and traumatised; 

 a quiet space where children can 
sit and read, and receive help with 
homework; 

 a space to help and retrain 
widows and single mothers so 
they can support their families; 

 a food bank; 
 a kitchen and a place to sit and eat 

together. 
 
Work to adapt the building for its new 
use and to recruit qualified staff is 
ongoing. However, although much 
remains to be done, it was decided to 
hold a party for some of the orphans 
before Christmas. This proved so 

successful that a second party was 
held to host those unable to attend 
the first one. All the children received 
gifts and it was great to see them 
singing, dancing and enjoying 
themselves.  
 
The centre welcomes all, and serves 
Christians and Muslims, both Sunni 
and Shia. It also aims to support and 
rebuild the Syrian spirit of generosity 
and community. In fact, once local 
businesses heard about the parties, 
offers came in to provide food and 
drinks at half price, and to donate 
tables and chairs. The situation in 
Syria is appalling but this project can 
help to rebuild broken lives and serve 
as a beacon of hope for the future.  
 
If you would like to know more about 
Samara’s Aid please take a look at the 
website: www.samarasaidappeal.org  

Decorating the tree for the Christmas party in the new  
Orphans & Widows Outreach Centre  
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r The annual Seaford service, one 

of some 6000 in the UK this 
year, on Friday 6 March at 
2.00pm, is being held at St. 
Luke’s Church. There will be 
refreshments afterwards.  You 
are all welcome! 
 
Women, men and children of all 
ages are called to ‘Rise, take 
your mat and walk’ to join this 
day of prayer.  Women of 
Zimbabwe have prepared this 
year’s service and they 
encourage us all to reflect on 
the difficulties and unrest that 
have plagued their country over 
many years.  They share the 
challenges they have met and 
the hopes they have for the 
future.  They encourage us to 
‘Rise, take your mat and walk’ 
with them as they continue 
their often turbulent journey 
towards full reconciliation. 
 
World Day of Prayer is an 
international inter-church 
organisation which enables us 
to hear the thoughts of women 
from all parts of the world: their 
hopes, concerns and prayers.  
The preparation for the day is 
vast.  An international 
committee is based in New York 
and there are national 
committees in each 
participating country.  Regional 

conferences meet to consider 
the service and then local 
groups make their plans.  
Finally, at our church here in 
Seaford we will gather to 
celebrate the service prepared 
by the women of Zimbabwe. 
 
The Day of Prayer is celebrated 
in over 170 countries.  It begins 
in Samoa and prayer in native 
languages travels throughout 
the world – through Asia, Africa, 
the Middle East, Europe and the 
Americas – before finishing in 
American Samoa more than 36 
hours later. 
 
In order to cover costs and so 
that the offering taken at the 
service can be sent in its 
entirety to support the Christian 
organisations that are given 
grants from the WDP Funds 
there is to be a...  
 

COFFEE MORNING 
 with  

CAKE, CARDS & BRIC-A-BRAC 
STALLS 

SATURDAY 8 FEBRUARY 
10 a.m. to 12 noon 

at 
CROSS WAY CHURCH,  
Clinton Place, Seaford. 

 
Do join us!   
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Andrew White 

Personal Assistant 
Support to maintain an independent life 

Domestic Administration, Household Management, Transport, 
Arranging & Accompanying To Medical Appointments, 
Shopping, Cooking, Travel Escort, & More – Just Ask 

07721 206172 
Andrew.white.pa@outlook.com 

 

For when you just need a bit of help 
 

With many years of experience in personalised customer services 
Andrew White is able to offer a wide range of individually tailored services. 

Accredited with East Sussex County Council “Support with confidence” 
 

I am an experienced NCS Accredited Counsellor providing counsel-

ling services to Adults living in Seaford and the surrounding areas. 
 

I offer a confidential safe place to talk about the issues that are of concern to you. I work 

with a wide range of psychological and emotional issues including stress, anger, anxiety, 

relationship difficulties and self-esteem. 

 

To find out more visit: www.johnearlcounselling.co.uk 

or to arrange an initial appointment 

e-mail: johnearlcounselling@gmail.com or telephone: 07765 660765   
 

                                    

mailto:Andrew.white.pa@outlook.com
http://www.johnearlcounselling.co.uk
mailto:johnearlcounselling@gmail.com
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y The season of celebration that began at Christmas and continued 

with Epiphany ends with the Feast of the Presentation (Candlemas). 
The child who has been manifested to the magi at his birth is now 
recognized by Simeon and Anna, when he comes to be presented in 
the Temple according to the Law of Israel. He is both ‘a light to lighten 
the Gentiles’ and ‘the glory of God’s people Israel’. But the 
redemption he will bring must be won through suffering; the 
Incarnation is directed to the Passion; and Simeon’s final words move 
our attention away from the celebration of Christmas and towards the 
mysteries of Easter.  
 
Ash Wednesday marks the start of the observation of Lent, a season 
of self-examination, penitence, self-denial, study, and preparation 
for Easter. Lent is often described as lasting forty days (excluding 
Sundays) which recalls the Biblical account of Jesus’s temptation in the 
wilderness (Luke 4.1-13). Ashes are an ancient sign of penitence. From 
the Middle Ages onward it has been a custom to begin Lent by having 
the sign of the cross marked on one’s forehead in ash. Lent is a time of 
preparation, particularly for those who are to be baptized at Easter, 
but the whole Christian community is encouraged to join them in 
study and self-reflection. 

2nd February    Candlemas 
   Reading Malachi 3:1-5 
    Gospel Luke 2:22-40 
   Matins Psalm 24 
 
9th February   3rd Sunday before Lent* 
   Reading 1Corinthians 2:1-16 
    Gospel Matthew 5:13-20 
 
16th February  2nd Sunday before Lent* 
   Reading Romans 8:18-25 
    Gospel Matthew 6:25-31 
  
23rd February   Sunday next before Lent* 
   Reading 2Peter 1:16-21 
    Gospel Matthew 17:1-9 
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You can  

LISTEN AGAIN to recent  

SERMONS on our website 
www.seafordparish.org.uk/sermons 

1st March  1st Sunday of Lent* 
   Reading Romans 5.12-19 
   Gospel Matthew 4.1-11  
   Matins Psalm 32 
 
8th March  2nd Sunday of Lent* 
   Reading Romans 4.1-5,13-17 
   Gospel John 3.1-17  
 
15th March  3rd Sunday of Lent* 
   Reading Romans 5.1-11  
   Gospel John 4.5-26   
 
22nd March  Mothering Sunday 
   Reading Exodus 2:1-10 
   Gospel Luke 2:33-35 
 
29th March  5th Sunday of Lent* 
   Romans 8.6-11 
   John 11.14-45  
 
 
 
 

* Denotes standard Year A Lectionary readings 
Bold Denotes primary passage (if part of series) 
 
 
Church House Publishing produces a range of official Church of 
England apps to support prayer, worship and Bible study.  Find out 
more at https://www.churchofengland.org/apps 
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Advertisements 
We are not endorsing any advertisers 
and therefore cannot take any liability 

for products/services used. 
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Sunday 2nd 

 1st Sunday in the month  See page 45 

9.30am Messy Church  St. Leonard’s Hall 

4.30pm Baptism Enquiry Session St. Luke’s 

Monday 3rd 7.45pm Parish Women’s Group St. Leonard’s Hall 

Tuesday 4th 7.30pm PCC  Meeting St. Luke’s 

Wednesday 5th        
10.00am  Coffee morning St. Luke’s 

12.45pm Parish Lunch St. Leonard’s Hall 

Sunday 9th   
 2nd Sunday in the month See page 45 

7.00pm St. Luke’s@7 St. Luke’s 

Wednesday 12th       10.00am Coffee morning St. Luke’s 

Friday 14th 2.30pm MU Meeting See page 16 

Saturday 15th 1.00pm Lunchtime Concert St. Leonard’s 

Sunday 16th   3rd Sunday in the month See page 45 

Monday 17th 7.45pm Parish Women’s Group St. Leonard’s Hall 

Wednesday 19th 10.00am Coffee morning St. Luke’s 

Sunday 23rd  
 4th Sunday in the month See page 45 

7.00pm Prayer@7 St. Leonard’s 

Tuesday 25th 5.00pm Pancake Tea St. Leonard’s Hall 

 Ash Wednesday See weekly news 
Wednesday 26th 

10.00am Coffee Morning St. Luke’s 

    

Parish Lunch 
Tickets for Parish Lunches can be obtained from  

Ann Fenwick for tickets on 01323 893318  
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Sunday 1st 

 1st Sunday in the month See page 45 

9.30am Messy Church St. Leonard’s Hall 

4.30pm Baptism Enquiry Session St. Luke’s 

Monday 2nd 7.45pm Parish Women’s Group St. Leonard’s Hall 

Wednesday 4th       
10.00am Coffee morning St. Luke’s 

12.45pm Parish Lunch St. Leonard’s Hall 

Saturday 7th 10.00am March Hare Bazaar St. Leonard’s Hall 

Sunday 8th  
 2nd Sunday in the month See page 45 

7.00pm St. Luke’s@7 St. Luke’s 

Tuesday 10th 7.30pm PCC Meeting St. Luke’s 

Wednesday 11th 10.00am Coffee morning St. Luke’s 

Friday 13th  2.30pm Mothers’ Union St. Leonard’s Hall 

Sunday 15th    3rd Sunday in the month See page 45 

Monday 16th 7.45pm Parish Women’s Group St. Leonard’s Hall 

Wednesday 18th 10.00am Coffee morning St. Luke’s 

Saturday 21st 1.00pm Lunchtime Concert St. Leonard’s 

Sunday 22nd  

 Mothering Sunday See weekly news 

 4th Sunday in the month See page 45 

7.00pm Prayer@7 St. Leonard’s 

Wednesday 25th 10.00am Coffee morning St. Luke’s 

Sunday 29th  
 5th Sunday in the month See page 45 

6.30pm Deanery Healing Service  St. Leonard’s 

The Parish Magazine  
Items of news and articles for inclusion in the next edition should be 

sent to the Editor either via the Parish Office or to 
magazine@seafordparish.org.uk 

Closing dates for the next few editions… 
Tuesdays 17th March and 19th May 2020 
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St. Leonard’s Church 

 

1st Sunday of the month 

8.00am  Holy Communion 

9.30am  Parish Communion (with choir) 

9.30am  Messy Church in the Hall  

  (Except June, July and August 2019– see page 5)   

11.00am  Matins (traditional Morning Service) 

 

2nd, 3rd and 5th Sundays 

8.00am  Holy Communion (a quiet service) 

9.30am  Parish Communion (with choir) 

11.00am  The Meeting Place: Informal worship (Except August) 

 

4th Sunday of the month 

8.00am  Holy Communion (a quiet service) 

9.30am  Parish Communion (with choir) 

11.00am  The Meeting Place: Informal worship (Except August) 

7.00pm Prayers@7 

 

Wednesdays 

11.00am  Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer, in traditional 

language) 

 

Fridays at 7.00am and Saturdays at 8.30am  

Prayer Meeting in St. Leonard’s Church 

 

 

St. Luke’s Church 

 

1st Sunday of the month 

9.30am  Parish Communion 

11.00 am  The Meeting Place: Informal worship  

 

2nd Sunday of the month:  

9.30am  Parish Communion 

7.00pm St. Lukes@7 (Except August) 

 

Other Sundays 

9.30am  Parish Communion  

 

1st Tuesday each month 

11.00am  Service with Prayers for Healing and Wholeness (followed by 

lunch) 

R
e

gu
lar Se

rvice
s 

http://www.seafordparish.org.uk/informalworship.html
http://www.seafordparish.org.uk/informalworship.html
http://www.seafordparish.org.uk/informalworship.html
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Clergy                                           
Incumbency vacant– please use these alternative contact details. 
 

The Revd DERRECK LEE-PHILPOT, St. Luke’s House 
dlp@seafordparish.org.uk  (Day off Monday)  01323 893391 
 

Children, Youth & Family Missioner 
Stefan Bracher      cyfw@seafordparish.org.uk 
 

Parish Office: St. Leonard’s Church Hall, Church Lane, East Sussex, BN25 1HL 
admin@seafordparish.org.uk                         01323 894216 
 

BOB GEERING, Sunday leaflets (Monday & Friday mornings) 01323 894216 
bob@seafordparish.org.uk                      
 

Readers 
KATE RANGER, Wheelgate Cottage, Homefield Rd, BN25 3DG   01323 899300 
RON  DALTON, 3 Chyngton Road, BN25 4HA    01323 890937 
WENDY OGILVIE,  76 Sutton Road, BN25 1SX    07779 248730 
ALAN THOMAS, 39A Chyngton Way, BN25 4JD 
 

Churchwardens 
FRED BASS, White House, 130 Firle Road, BN25 2JD  01323 893054 
BOB CARRINGTON, 85 Steyne Road, BN25 1AJ   01323 896014 
 

Deputy Wardens for St. Leonard’s Church 
JANET KENT, 12 Grosvenor Road, BN25 2BL   01323 490050 
DAVID ELLIOTT, 35 Belgrave Crescent, BN25 3AU   01323 894606 
 

Deputy Wardens for St. Luke’s Church 
JACKIE BAKER, 85 Walmer Road, BN25 3TP   07763 686978 
CAROLYN PLOWMAN 
 

Parish Treasurer  
STEPHEN GAUNTLETT,       contact via Parish Office or  
                                                                                treasurer@seafordparish.org.uk 
 

Safeguarding Officer 
RUTH SAUNDERS                          safeguarding@seafordparish.org.uk
    

Hall Bookings for St. Leonard’s and St. Luke’s 
BOB GEERING, hallbookings@seafordparish.org.uk  01323 891393 
  

The Magazine 
Editorial         magazine@seafordparish.org.uk   
Subscriptions and Distribution: DAVID BRAMLEY                          01323 892883 

www.seafordparish.org.uk 
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HCPC Registered chiropodists 

 
Professional foot care for people, including those  

with diabetes and poor circulation 

 
Shoe measuring and fitting service,  

Specialised shoes (up to 8e width) and hosiery 
 

Clinic and home visits 
01323 890430 

 



48 

 

 Care in your own home 
 in the Peacehaven, Newhaven,        
Seaford & Lewes area 

A realistic alternative to residential care 

  tel: 01273 616494 
  email: lewes@bluebirdcare.co.uk 
  web: www.bluebird.co.uk  

 Specialist care in the comfort of your 

own home 

 Flexible care arrangements to suit your 

wishes 

 All staff are trained, police checked & 

fully supervised 

 Each customer has a named contact in 

our office 

 Dependable, programmed care visits 

 Full member of the UK Care Home 

Association 

 Self-funded, Direct Payments, 

Individual Budgets and Social Services 

funded customers 

 Experienced reliable live-in carers 

 Dementia specialist team 


