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Welcome to the latest edition
of The Parish Magazine.
In this issue Paul looks ahead to
Advent, Christmas and the Year of
Prayer, a diocesan initiative for
2018. Derreck shares some ideas
for books that might guide you
through
your
Christmas
preparations during Advent and
there is also an update on
Facilitating
the
Miraculous
launched back in October. We
remember the visit to Seaford of
Jeff Lucas and the Searchlight
Theatre Company and their very
entertaining yet thought provoking
evening. There is also a report on
the annual shoe box collection. The
Archbishop of Canterbury invites us
on a Christmas Journey and
encourages us to go digital using
#GodWithUs.

Parish News

Life After Loss
Life after Loss is a five week
programme for the recently
bereaved. The next meetings
will be for two hours on
Wednesday afternoons starting
on February 21st 2018 in the
extension at St. Luke's Church.
For information please contact
Diana Woodcock 891749 or
Chris Doherty 351243.
Mothers’ Union
On Tuesday 12th December we
shall be joining St Peter’s East
Blatchington for our combined
Advent Service which this year
will be in St Peter’s Church at
2.30
and
followed
by
refreshments in the Chapel
Rooms. Please will as many
members as possible attend this
service to show our support.
On Friday 12th January we shall
be meeting in St Leonard’s
Church Hall at 2.30pm when
members will bring their
thoughts to share together on
“New Beginnings”.
New members & Visitors are
always welcome. For any
queries please contact June
Sharp (01323 491162).
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Men’s Meals in 2018
Monday 5th February: Chinese
Wednesday 18th April: Indian
Wednesday 6th June: Chinese
Monday 16th July: English
Tuesday 2nd October: Indian
Wednesday 28th November:
Chinese
Evenings are 18.30 for a 19.00
start and prices are £17 per
head not including drinks. For
further details contact Andy
Steer on 01323 891281.
Seaford Parish Women’s Group
4th December: A Christmas
Make It evening and collection
of gifts for Stopover
18th December: Carols and
Readings with Margret Darwell
Smith together with Secret
Santa!
15th January: Kent, Surrey and
Sussex Air Ambulance will be
speaking. This will be an open
meeting and non members are
invited –further details in
January.
The group meet at 7.45pm in St
Leonard’s Hall on the first and
third Monday each month
except Bank Holidays and
August. As the Brownies use the
hall before us we ask members
not arrive before 7.30pm. New
members are always welcome.

Saturday 9th June 2018 at Ripe
Village Hall when Revd. Chris
Doherty will address what not to
say to anyone recently bereaved
in The Power of Companionship.
Saturday 13th October 2018 at
Alfriston Memorial Hall when
Mrs Menaka Simkins will speak
on The Origins and Ministry of
the Servants of Jesus.
Caring & Sharing
On Saturday 27th January 10.30
to 12.30 and 2.00pm to 4.00pm
Jayne and Fred Bass are holding
an open day at their home,
White House, 130 Firle Road.
The day will be in aid of Caring
and Sharing. which helps to
support the work of my Fathers
House in Olinda, Brazil which
cares for boys that have been
living on the streets. Coffee, tea,
cakes and scones will be served
throughout the day.
Energise
From the New Year Energise is
being renamed The Meeting
Place. See page 41 for details.

Parish Registers
Funerals
Stephen Lewes Payne
QAM 49
Elizabeth Wynter 96
Charles Herbert Geoffrey
Oldham CBE 88
Robert James Henry Tiffin 81
Baptism
Joel and Molly Mackarness
children of Erin and Daniel
Marriage Thanksgiving
Thanksgiving for 10 years of
Marriage for Alan & Deborah
MacKenzie.

Parish Lunch
£6.00 for a main course
with dessert and coffee/tea
Held the 1st* Wednesday
of each month
(except August) in
St. Leonards Church Hall
*2nd Wednesday in December

Contact Ann Fenwick for
tickets on 01323 893318
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Parish News

Ladies Breakfasts in 2018
Saturday 24th February 2018 at
St Luke's Church when Revd.
Frank Fox-Wilson will speak
about The Art and Craft of
Woodcarving.

Parish News

We were the best-selling venue
of the UK tour!
Big thanks from the Searchlight
theatre group and Jeff Lucas
himself, we really had great
support from Churches across
the area, it was a great
evening and really focussed on
St. Leonard’s & St. Luke’s at the
heart of our community. We
had many people from all
denominations and the evening
was very significant in many
ways, entertaining yes, but with
a serious message about how
we can make a contribution as
ordinary people.
We cannot thank you enough
for supporting this outreach,
we're really touched by the
contacts we had over the last
weeks, people from all over
Sussex contacting us to see if
tickets were still available. We
basically had a full house on the
night, but nobody was turned
away!
Thanks
to
all!
Fred & Jayne Bass.
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Saturday Open Mornings
The monthly Saturday mornings
at St. Leonard’s have been going
for three years now and the
annual highlight is always the
first Saturday in December with
Seaford Magic day when the
morning opening turns into an
entire day with several hundred
visitors passing through. We
always run Children’s craft, and
have free refreshments for all
but on Seaford Magic day we
also have music, hot soup and
fellowship for all. We are well
supported by the bell-ringers
who invite people from the area
to come and have a go and it
always makes us audible in the
town! All are welcome, do come
along on December 2nd from
10.00am to 5.00pm.
In 2018 St. Leonard’s Open
Mornings are (10.00am to
1.00pm) on:
January 20th, February 17th,
March 17th, April 21st, May 19th,
July
21st,
August
11th,
th
September 15 , October 13th,
November 10th and in December
Seaford Magic day (all day).
Please come along and support
us, you just have to be there,
drink coffee or tea & eat cake
for free plus talk to people!

Homelink News
The need for help for the Homeless is
increasing at an alarming rate. This is
where Homelink comes in in the
Lewes District. They lend money,
interest free, for one months' rent
and the deposit on a home following
an interview. They are supported by
the local churches the community and
the local council.

Homelink covers the whole of the
Lewes District and the challenge this
coming year will be to find new and
imaginative ways of raising funds. Any
ideas let us know. I have had one but
for the moment it will remain a
closely guarded secret - watch the
pew sheets in the New Year.
The Treasurer, writes about the
difficulty in funding all the increased
calls for help despite help from local
councils, the Churches and the
community. We are digging deep into
our reserves which is not sustainable
for long.
Work to strengthen
Homelink’s legal charity status
continues and the Trustees ask for
your
prayers
for
this
endeavour.
Recently the Charity
Commission has approved our
application for legal status as a
charity.

Homelink's Service Manager reports a
large increase in the number of
applicants, both young and old up to
September this year. This year 254
applied and 81 found accommodation
and were helped financially. A
significant increase on last year. This
increase seems to be because of the
changes in the benefit system and
evictions. Where benefits are
suddenly stopped it causes huge rent
arrears so many landlords are
reluctant to take on people on
benefits. He has seen people in their
eighties evicted and seen the despair
on the faces of many interviewees.

Dates for your diary;
Sunday 3rd December 2017 at 3pm,
Ashdown Singers Christmas Concert
at St Thomas More Church in Seaford
- always a great event.

On the bright side someone wrote to
Homelink saying, "I have had a couple
of very tough years but Homelink has
shone like a beacon of light to
me." Another wrote," When you
offered us help we were in bad
circumstances. We would have been
stuck without you. We will be for ever
grateful for you help."

Thursday 7th June 2018 at 7.30pm
Homelink Annual General Meeting,
venue to be announced.
Do check out the website for more
information:
www.lewesdistrictchurcheshomelink.
org.uk/
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Paul Owen looks forward to
Christmas and the New Year
Writing for this magazine in midNovember is always something of a
challenge, with a cover date of
December to January. Should I write
about something that relates to now,
Advent, Christmas or the New Year?

to be so filled with special events and
gatherings, parties, shopping and
hyperactivity, that we miss out on our
need to spend time with the One the
season is all about!

Christmas is about the birth of Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, born in
humble surroundings as one of us. It’s
the time we celebrate the
incarnation, God coming to us in
human form – not to give us a season
and a reason for a merry time and
material feast, but to bring us eternal
salvation, and to fulfil all that is
promised in Scripture.

The season of Advent is about
preparation for both the celebration
of Christmas and being ready for the
time when Christ will return to the
world again. It’s a season for selfreflection and prayer, of penitence
and waiting on God, asking for his
direction and correction, so that we
might be better equipped for all that
lies ahead.

And the New Year? Well isn’t that just
a calendar thing, when we start
counting the days again to the next
celebration? Well, actually, no! The
New Year offers an opportunity to
celebrate the new beginning Christ
Jesus makes possible. It’s a time for
new resolutions, new purpose, new

It’s good practice to set aside some
extra, regular time during Advent, for
prayer and Biblical reading and
reflection, not only for our sanity, but
as a tangible sign of our real,
intentional focus on Jesus Christ in
this busy season. It’s easy for our days
8

outlook, new plans. It’s a time to
make a new start, just as God offers
us a new start when we come to the
cross searching for forgiveness and
healing for all our failures and hurts.

relationship with Him, who loves and
cares for us passionately, and who
communicates by speaking and
listening with us through prayer.
The hope is that through our prayers
we might come to know God better,
worship Him more and be ever better
equipped to share the good news of
the Gospel with those around us, as
He calls and equips us by the power
of the Holy Spirit. A life of prayer
needs to be at the centre of our daily
walk with God, if we are to have a
truly living faith.

For the Diocese of Chichester, of
which this parish is a part, this past
year (2017) was designated the Year
of the Bible. It gave us the
opportunity to consider, ‘What is this
book?’ (For some it may have been an
opportunity to ask, even more
fundamentally, ‘where is the book?’)
It has certainly given us the
opportunity to explore how we
handle the Bible, and I hope it has
provided both opportunity, desire
and determination to look deeper
into the book, through daily study,
courses, home groups, preaching, and
a flower festival, to name but some.

So, what better place to start, as we
enter on the back to back busy
seasons of Advent, Christmas and
New Year, which seem to come ever
more quickly each time around than
with prayer?

2018 has been designated by the
Diocese as the Year of Prayer. In his
presidential address at the recent
Diocesan Synod, the Bishop of
Chichester, Dr. Martin Warner,
suggested the year might be explored
with
similar
questions
and
opportunities to the year of the Bible;
namely to begin and to go a little
deeper. The intention is not to offer a
‘crash course’ on praying, but to
encourage all of us to continue to do
what we already do, with a greater
awareness of the majesty of the God
who invites us into that personal

As you prepare for the coming
season, remember that Christmas is
not about tradition or competition to
see who can get or give the biggest
presents. It really is about celebrating
the birth of the baby Jesus, the Christchild, our Saviour. Christmas isn’t just
about the relatives we spend time
with over the festivities, it’s about the
God we relate with and who longs to
be in a permanent, living relationship
with us throughout each day of every
year. Christmas is about welcoming
and receiving the gift of God’s Son
into our lives and accepting the love
9

and blessings He offers us, freely.

God’s love for us, resounding with
praise and thanksgiving for all that
God reveals of Himself to us, as we
walk each day in His company – and
share some of that journey together
here in Seaford.

May God bless each of us as we make
our Advent journey and prepare to
celebrate Christmas. May He bless
each of us as we share in the coming
year of prayer. And may this coming
year be a year filled with hope and
prayerful expectation, marked by new
experiences and evidence of the living

I wish you a very Happy Christmas
and a joy-filled and peaceful New
Year.

This picture was painted by a retired Free Church Minister, Richard HaydonKnowell, who visited the Flower Festival in September. He had a good look round at the
displays from his mobility scooter that he uses, as he suffers from Parkinson's. He then
settled down and painted this watercolour: the process brought him much pleasure, all
the more so as he is now finding it difficult to speak. His daughter returned later and
gave the painting to the Church. It is reproduced here with their permission.
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Improve your fitness
at Horder Healthcare Seaford
Horder Healthcare is renowned for providing high quality musculo-skeletal healthcare services but
we are also dedicated to keeping you fit and healthy to delay problems from occurring. From our
clinic in Seaford we offer a range of fitness classes led by trained instructors and physiotherapists.
Classes are aimed at those already suffering from muscle and joint pain in order to improve strength,
balance and flexibility.

To book a class or discover the range of classes available:
Call 01323 810926 or visit www.horderhealtcare.co.uk
Horder Healthcare
Sutton Road
East Sussex, BN25 1SS
Registered charity number: 1046624
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Home groups
Derreck Lee-Philpot
by the fence and is some distance away.
Detached and isolated from the comfort
and security of the cabin the onlooker has
little choice but to remain apart.

‘Tis the season to be jolly
Deck the hall with boughs of holly
Family, Christmas Carol,
Silent night, Mulled wine, Warm
open fires, Cheesy films.

For some this is how Christmas looks, and
some folk can be unwittingly left out of
the joy of the season with all the joviality
orbiting around them leaving them
virtually untouched.

Yep. It’s that time of year again. When all
those phrases, themes, and images add
up to a time of warmth, softness, wonder,
memories of past times, togetherness
and laughter. That’s all before we get to
the nativity story itself.

This year as Christmas socials gather
pace, keep an eye out for those on the
periphery, those who may not even be in
your home group, or any home group.
If you see someone in that situation, give
an invite to your home group Christmas
bash, you never know you might just
have a new home group member in the
New Year!

It’s the time of year when home groups
start to have socials, with nibbles, wine,
laughter and general jollity. A wonderful
time of fellowship and celebration of one
of the central times in the Christian
calendar – the ‘advent’ the arrival of
God’s son on planet earth.

On the ‘spiritual’ side of things there are
some excellent resources available for the
season of Advent if you are looking for
something to consider and reflect upon.
Here are some: ‘Advent for Everyone – A
journey through Matthew.’ and ‘Advent
for Everyone – A journey with the
apostles’. Both written by Tom Wright,

But consider the picture above. That
home looks warm and welcoming, the
cold, soft snow, contrasting with the light
and warmth showing through the doors
and windows. But, the home is observed
from a distance, the watcher is held back
12

they are daily (Lectionary) readings
through Advent with a meditation for
each, excellent for personal reflection
and easily adapted for home group use.
The ‘Matthew’ book was the Archbishop
of York’s recommended Advent study for
2016.

‘Someone to believe in’.
Written by Sheila Jacobs, this is a gentle
but stimulating Advent study based on
the film ‘Miracle on 34th Street’ (both the
1947 and 1994 versions). It’s designed
for small groups with loads of ideas for
use, but can also be used for individual
study. Comes with accompanying DVD.

‘Walking backward to Christmas’ by
Stephen Cottrell (Bishop of Chelmsford)
This little book is becoming a classic for
the time of year. In Stephen’s words it is
written….. “For all those who thought
they knew the story well.” It is Christmas
told backwards, ‘starting’ with Anna the
prophetess in the temple and ‘ends’ with
Moses being called from the burning
bush. The familiar story told in an
innovative way.

Lastly, a short but heartfelt ‘thank you’ to
all the homegroup leaders who do so
much and give so much of themselves
making homegroups ‘work’ throughout
the year. May you be blessed as much as
you have blessed us all this Christmas
season.
Merry Christmas everyone.

Opportunities to meet with others
for prayer…
On the 2nd Tuesday of each month a Prayer Meeting takes
place at 10 Walmer Road from 2.00pm onwards.
There is also a Parish Prayer meeting on Friday mornings
from 7.00 to 7.30 and Saturdays from 8.30 to 9.00 in the
chapel of St. Leonard’s Church.

The Julian Prayer meeting takes place on alternate
Thursdays at the home of Barry and Kate Ranger.
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Link to Hope 2017
Hazel Bramley writes...
By the time you read this article the
many shoe boxes and other items will
be on their way to Eastern Europe
accompanied by a number of
volunteers from Link to Hope
Worthing.

town, summarised below:Elderly

Family

Total

St. Leonard’s

20

58

78

St. Luke’s

6

14

20

26

72

98

Total

David and I start each appeal with a
few hundred leaflets and a few empty
boxes. We never know how many
filled shoe boxes we will receive at
the end of the appeal, but we are
always amazed at the generosity of
people in our churches and
surrounding area.
Today there are many demands
placed on us all and this year has
been no exception. Altogether we are
sending 98 shoe boxes from this

We also had monetary donations
towards transport costs, plus each
box had £2.00 taped to the form.
In addition to the above we had a
number of blankets – large and small,
hats, scarves and gloves, knitted toys
and garments all lovingly made and
given from numerous people, Our
thanks go to all of you for your
continued support.
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Unfortunately we found out that, due
to changes in custom regulations, it is
no longer possible to send knitted
garments for children under the age
of 3 years, but garments larger than
20” chest are accepted.
We packed 9 or 10 very heavy shoe
boxes in each outer, with knitted
items to fill the gaps. These outers
were extremely heavy and we think
about the volunteers who carry them
from the lorries to the recipients in
Moldova, Romania, Bulgaria and
Ukraine. I found it difficult to pick up
2 shoe boxes.
The 10, fully packed, cartons leave
our premises on 22nd or 23rd
November and Pam Gell and David
Bramley will be taking them, along
with collections from other places to
Worthing.

Information
Link to Hope is a Christian charity with
over 25 years experience of reaching
out a helping hand to the poor and
marginalised in Eastern Europe. To find
out more about Link to Hope visit their
website at www.linktohope.co.uk

We ask you to pray for the recipients,
the deliverers, the drivers of the
transport vehicles and the many
supporters of Link to Hope that they
may have a blessed Christmas and a
peaceful 2018. Many, many thanks
for your generosity.
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Facilitating The Miraculous
to Christianity. In all of this, they are
profoundly conscious of the need of:
wisdom,
knowledge
and
understanding
together
with
prayerful engagement with the
issues.
Around 60 people attended the
Celebration of Achievement event in
St. Leonard’s on Saturday 28th
October. This interactive event with
quizzes, presentations and discussion
questions was an opportunity to
come together and rejoice in the
range of groups, events and
opportunities we currently have.
Illustrated presentations were given
on worship, home groups, mission,
pastoral care, communications and
children & family/youth work. This
was truly an All-Age event with those
gathered ranging in age from 6 years
old to 99 years old.

On
Sunday
8th
October
presentations were made during
all services to introduce the
progress made by The Vision
Group.
The group’s aim is to produce a vision
strategy that builds on the success of
existing ventures and initiatives in the
life of the parish, our churches and
congregations. In addition they are
seeking to devise practical means to
address the awesome (in the best
sense of the word) possibilities and
serious responsibilities of declaring
the Gospel of Christ in a secular
culture that hitherto has been largely
indifferent, but which is now, in
places, becoming increasingly hostile

Count Me In cards were distributed
after the October presentation which
invited people to let the Vison Group
know what they are doing, what they
might like to know more about or
engage with. To date 119 of these
cards have been received and
collated. Letters of thanks have been
sent to all 119 respondents who are
thanked for their response.
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A Vision for the Parish
LOOKING FOR A MIRACLE?
Looking for a miracle? You’re in the right place,
Here, now, where the Spirit sets out God’s Grace.
Doubting, you dare not believe, I hear you say,
Yet it’s a miracle that brought you here today.
You’re only here because Jesus came here first.
For you; bonds of death and gates of hell he burst.
You believe he’ll transcend time; to come again?
Our loving Father, upon this wounded earth to reign?
But right now, are you a prisoner of doubt and fear?
The Enemy, whispering cold-dead logic in your ear?

Dwell not where Jesus himself could do no mighty
Work, because of stubborn unbelief held so tightly.
Dare you believe God’s world-changing hand to see;
Here, now, today, tomorrow in our small community?
Child of time, prepare the way for the Lord of Eternity.
Drive out: shabby doubt, greedy self; spiteful enmity.
From dust of earth where heedless minds have trod,
Prepare to raise the ancient, living gifts of God.
Dull of soul, weak and suffocated by impossibility?
How can this longed for transformation come to be?
Listen for the promised infilling Spirit’s rushing-wind,
Who empowers the empty heart and doubting mind.
Julian Dinsell
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Great Verses from the Bible: No.31
Lionel Rolfe reflects on
Hebrews 2:9

The writer then gives us three
reasons for His coming, which could
be our own meditation for Christmas.

“But we see Jesus who was made a
little lower than the angels for the
suffering of death, crowned with
glory and honour; that by the grace
of God should taste death for every
man.”

v 14. To destroy the Devil’s power
of death, which until the
advent of Jesus he had in a
restricted way by permission
of God. That power has been
removed.
V 17. “to make propitiation (not
reconciliation as in AV) for
the
sins
of
people”
God had to be propitiated for
the sin of the world which
Christ became. Now we can
be reconciled.
V 18. “in that He himself hath
suffered being tempted, He is
able to succour them that are
tempted”

In this and succeeding verses the
writer of this letter explains more
about the Incarnation than the
writers of the Gospels could have
done.
He was made a little lower than the
angels. Angels do not die – but Jesus
was born to die
v 14. He took part in flesh and
blood. We are flesh and blood
with no choice. He voluntarily
“took part” in the same.
He was like us in every way
apart from sin.
v 17. “In all things made like unto
His
brethren”
Not only was He flesh and
blood but He became a
tripartite Being. He had a
human spirit, soul and body.

Thus as someone has put it – Satan,
sins and the present need of saints
are all taken account of.
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SHANNON
ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

ARKWELL
SERVICES
 Painting & decorating

Electrical Contractors

both internal/external

 Carpet and upholstery

18 Chesterton Drive, Seaford,
East Sussex BN25 3RH
Telephone: (01323) 893458
Mobile telephone: 07926377198
Email: Shannon.es@sky.com`

cleaning, spot and stain
removal and stain
guarding

 Full tenant cleans
 Fully insured, totally

trustworthy and reliable

Please call Shaughn or Jackie at Arkwell Services
or visit our website www.arkwell-services.co.uk

Domestic , Commercial, Industrial,
Installations, Part P registered

E-mail: enquiries@arkwell-services.co.uk

01323 490777 or 07967 049988 (mobile)
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Hourly
and
daily rates
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Christmas means many
things to many people,
but for most it is a time
of celebration. We gather
together with family and
friends, decorate our
homes, enjoy special food
and the giving and receiving
of gifts. But Christmas is also
about one of the greatest
gifts ever given… the Gift of
God’s son, whose birth we
celebrate each Christmas
season. When all the other gifts
have been forgotten, the
decorations have been put away
and the party season is over, we
have one Gift that stays with us
right through each and
every year. The Gift, the Son of
God, Jesus who came to love all who accept him into their lives.
This Christmas let us invite our friends and neighbours to come
and celebrate together with us. There are services for everyone
ranging from the glory of our annual Festival of Lessons and
Carols to the beauty of re-enacting the traditional nativity story.
Pass the word around, look out for our annual Christmas leaflet
to give as invitations to family, friends and neighbours. You can
keep up to date by visiting our website
www.seafordparish.org.uk or by following us on Twitter
@seaford_parish.
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Advent & Christmas

Christmas

Advent & Christmas

Saturday 2nd December

Christmas Eve at St Leonard’s

St. Leonard’s Church is open
from 10.00am to 5.00pm for
Seaford Christmas Magic.

3.00pm Crib Service for toddlers
and their parents.

Sunday 3rd December
Messy Church meet in St.
Leonard’s Hall from 9.30am to
11.00am. Art/craft with a
Christmas message for children
and families.

6.00pm A Nativity Service for
the whole Family re-telling the
story of Christmas in drama and
carols.
11.30pm First Communion of
Christmas

Sunday 10th December

Christmas Eve at St Luke’s

Christingle Service for Children
and Families in St. Leonard’s
Church at 4.00pm.

4.00pm Nativity Service (with
younger children in mind).

Christmas Day at St
Leonard’s

Sunday 10th December
St. Luke’s@7: Contemporary
carols in St. Luke’s Church at
7.00pm.

Saturday 16th December
Christmas Warm-Up in St.
Leonard’s Hall from 10.00am to
noon.

Sunday 17th December
A traditional Festival of Lessons
and Carols in St. Leonard’s
Church at 6.00pm.
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8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Service with
Holy Communion
11.00am Eucharist (Book of
Common Prayer)

Christmas Day at St Luke’s
9.30am Family Service with
Holy Communion.

Christmas Warm-Up
(In aid of Parish Funds)

Saturday 16th December
10.00am to 12.00noon
Admission £1.00 including a drink and mince pie

St. Leonard’s Church Hall

refreshment...stalls...grand raffle
accordion music by Phil Lane

Festival of
Lessons and
Carols
Sunday 17th December
at 6.00pm

St. Leonard’s Church
23

Advent & Christmas

Parish

#GodWithUs

Your Christmas Journey
Your Christmas Journey is a
series of 13 short reflections to
take you through the Christmas
period, beginning on 1st
December.
Welcome from the
Archbishop of Canterbury

Christmas is, for many, a busy
time of year filled with the joys
of carol singing, presents and
celebrations with family and
friends. For others, Christmas
can be a lonely time shaped by
sadness and memories.
Christmas can also be a time to
pause and reflect. In fact, that’s
one of the ways we can unwrap
the true gifts of Christmas – a
moment of peace in the
busyness, a breakthrough of
hope in our sadness or a
24

rediscovery of love in a
relationship that has become
stressed.
#GodWithUs: Your Christmas
Journey seeks to help you
explore what the Christmas
story might mean in your life.
The
constant
refrain
of
Christmas, in carols and
readings, is that God is with us.
In whatever situations you find
yourself this Christmas, God is
with you – you need only turn
to him and ask to know his
presence.

My prayer is that these
reflections help you unwrap in
your own life God’s gifts of
peace, hope and love. May
your Christmas journey lead
you closer not just to the heart
of Christmas, but to the person
of Jesus whose birth we
celebrate in this wonderful
season.
Sign up and get your friends
and family to join Your
Christmas Journey by using
the
form
at
www.churchofengland.org/
christmas or
by
texting
GodWithUs to 88802*

The concerts remain free and
self supported by the donations
given at the end of each concert
by the generous audience. A
warm welcome is extended to
the whole community of
Seaford and beyond to another
year
of
concerts,
some
wonderful music given by great
musicians in a beautiful setting.

Saturday 3rd February at
1.00pm
Clare Beesely (flute) and Peter
Churchill (accordion)
Saturday 10th March at 1.00pm
Rosemary Kemp (piano) and
Julia Kemp (soprano)

Saturday 4th August at 1.00pm
Noelle Grand (cello) and
Sebastian Grand (piano)
Saturday 25th August at
1.00pm
Mark Wardell (organ)
Saturday 8th September at
1.00pm
Ana Luisa Monterio and Helena
Bivar (piano duet)
Saturday 6th October at
1.00pm
Eleni and Glen Capra
Saturday 3rd November at
1.00pm
Sussex Chamber Ensemble
Saturday 17th November at
1.00pm
Buxted Symphony Orchestra

Saturday 14th April at 1.00pm
Antonio Oyarzabal (piano)

Saturday 12th May at 1.00pm
Mehreen Shah (soprano)
Saturday 16th June at 1.00pm
Richard Dawson (organ)
Saturday 14th July at 1.00pm
Lips Wind Quintet (flute,
clarinet, oboe, horn & bassoon)
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Lunchtime Concerts 2018

2018 will be the eleventh
year of the Lunchtime
Concert
series
at
St
Leonard’s Church.

Diocesan News

Celebrating
a Year of
prayer
across the
Diocese
Advent Sunday this year will mark
the beginning of the ‘Year of
Prayer’, which is a Diocesan
initiative to help us to develop
and deepen the life of prayer and
spirituality within the Diocese
with a particular emphasis on
building bridges between our
personal and corporate prayer,
thus enabling us better to pray
our worship.

The Year will be launched with
Prayer Cards with a prayer for the
morning and for the evening. As
we pray these prayers every day
over the course of this year, it will
deepen and strengthen the
connection between our time of
personal, individual prayer and our
corporate prayer with others.
There will be many opportunities
to grow in prayerfulness and to
develop our spirituality.
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The Lent Course ‘Inspiring Vision’
will give us an opportunity to use
art as a way of seeing salvation
and opening windows onto God.
Each week well known public
figures, including the Archbishop
of Canterbury, will reflect upon a
piece of art that has inspired them
and helped them in their journey
of faith and prayer. The reflections
will be available on podcasts and
the works of art chosen will also
be available. Written material will
accompany the reflections for
individual and group use to
explore in greater depth the
themes touched upon and how
they engage and resonate with our
own experience.
There will also be available a
Diocesan Prayer Course called
‘Finding God in All Things’. This
five week course will introduce us
to
Ignatian
Spirituality,
as
developed by St Ignatius of Loyola,
and provides a wonderful way of

For each of us to have a Way of Life
is important if our life of prayer is
going to be ordered and disciplined,
changing the way we live our lives
and engage with others and the
wider world. There will be practical
materials on the Diocesan website
about how to make a Rule of Life
which could make this Year of
Prayer life changing and life
enhancing for us.
The Revd Dr Andrew Mayes, the
Diocesan Spirituality Adviser, is
offering to come to each Deanery on
a Saturday morning to give a
presentation on Patterns of Prayer.
Rural Deans should be in touch
directly with Andrew to book a
mutually convenient date. In
addition, Andrew and his team of
prayer guides are offering to come
to parishes to lead sessions of
Guided Prayer over the course of a
week. Up to thirty people in a parish
could sign up for the week and
Andrew’s ten prayer guides.
The Archbishops launched the Thy
Kingdom Come initiative several
years ago as an invitation to pray

specifically for people we know to
come to know Jesus. The specific
period is between Ascension and
Pentecost and many events will be
taking place in the diocese over that
time. There are also resources for
private prayer. We hope that many
people in the Diocese will embrace
this opportunity for concerted
prayer for the growth of the
kingdom. There will be more details
available later.
Pilgrimages have always been an
important part of the path of
prayer, with the experience of
journey, arrival at a holy place,
worshipping together and then
returning home again refreshed and
renewed. During the course of the
Year of Prayer there will be four
Archdeaconry Pilgrimages to the
Cathedral. As the Mother Church of
the Diocese, the Cathedral has for
centuries been a place of pilgrimage
and will offer a generous welcome
to archdeaconry pilgrims.
There will be three Clergy Study
Days in the Year of Prayer, which
will focus on how we might raise
realistically the quality of our liturgy
and worship in our churches, given
our resources. The days will have
the same format with input in the
morning followed by a series of
workshops in the afternoon.
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Year of Prayer

living out the Gospel in the world
and prayerfully recognising God’s
presence in all things, especially in
the most surprising people and
places.
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Along with the competition category
of Prayer through Space, there are
also categories of Prayer through
Word and Prayer through Image.
The ‘Prayer through Word’ asks
schools to send pupils’ own written
and illustrated prayers which will be
selected to be published in a book.
The Prayer through Image will invite
pupils to illustrate some traditional
Anglican prayers with calligraphy
and illuminated lettering as well as
iconography. The winning entries
will be framed for display in the
school and we hope these prayers
will be used in acts of worship in
schools.

A Morning Prayer

Go before us, O Lord, in all
our doings with your most
gracious favour, and further
us with your continual help,
that in all our works begun,
continued and ended in you,
we may glorify your holy
Name, and finally by your
mercy obtain everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

An Evening Prayer

Lighten our darkness, we
beseech thee, O Lord; and by
thy great mercy defend us
from all perils and dangers of
this night; for the love of thy
only Son, our Saviour, Jesus
Christ. Amen.
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Year of Prayer

The Education Department has a
number of exciting events planned
for the Year of Prayer. This initiative
inspires pupils to pray in various
creative and thoughtful ways.
Following the success of the Art
Competition
last
year,
the
Department is set to launch another
competition, this year, focussed on
the theme of Prayer. Schools will be
able to undertake large projects
such as creating a Quiet Spiritual
Space inside or outside their school
building to give opportunities for
people to take time to reflect and
pray.

Walking the South Downs Way

Chris Thomas
updates us on
her challenge
for 2017!

I decided last Christmas that, as
I would be celebrating a
significant birthday this year, I
would like to set myself a
challenge, which was to walk
the whole of the South Downs
Way before my birthday at the
end of October, and also to try
to raise some money for a
charity which Alan and I support
called Open Doors. I am pleased
to be able to report that I
achieved my aim, and reached
the end of the trail at 12.30pm
on September 30th! The whole
walk was about 100 miles, and I
did it in 13 and a half days,
starting in April with 3 walks,
and finishing in September with
4 and a half consecutive days of
walking which took me the last
36 miles to Winchester, where
Alan and I celebrated with a
pub lunch and a visit to the
cathedral!
The whole experience was great
fun, from the spectacular
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scenery, the friends and family
who did some of the walks with
me, to the strangers met along
the way who chatted and
exchanged their experiences.
One Canadian lady gave me £5
towards my charity, and met up
with the friend who was with
me to look around Tunbridge
Wells the following day! Even
the weather was kind, and I
only got wet twice!
I’m also pleased to say that I
raised over £600 for Open
Doors, so thank you so much to
all those who sponsored me.
Open Doors is an amazing
organisation which works to
support persecuted Christians
in over 50 countries worldwide
where it is difficult or downright
dangerous to profess a faith in
Jesus Christ. These countries
include North Korea, China,
Iraq, Syria and Nigeria.

If you would like to know more about their work, their website is
www.opendoorsuk.org
It’s not too late to sponsor me if you would like to do so, either through my Just
Giving page, or direct to me.
Thanks again for your support.
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J.W. Templeman
Painting, decorating, and general
property maintenance.
Also all aspects of tiling
undertaken by a qualified tiler

Fully insured.
For a free estimate call Joe
01323 891856
or
Mobile: 07803 405495

Friends of the
Eastbourne
Hospital
Help is help them help you

Join us and help support
the Eastbourne DGH
You can:
Become a MEMBER* make a
DONATION* leave a LEGACY
VOLUNTEER
01323 438236
esh-tr.friendsdgh@nhs.net
www.friendsdgh.org.uk
Visit the FRIENDS FLOWER SHOP
at the DGH for all your floristry needs
01323 417400 ext 4033
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The new Velcro- strap Muffles
are proving their worth again,
having worked well for this last
Remembrance Sunday ringing.

As we approach Christmas,
we can look back on a busy
summer and autumn 2017.
We have managed to ring all
eight bells for important services
at least to a level of 80% and not
suffered any mechanical failure
to date (famous last words).
All this work up in the tower has
naturally put some wear and
tear on the ropes, therefore I am

Lastly, I would like to thank all
members involved, for their help
and support throughout this last
year, noting also the work
carried out by the more
advanced ringers to improve the
general standard of ringing. We
continue with Open Saturday
ringing, and this certainly has
proved effective in keeping St.
Leonards Bells in the minds of
other ringers in East Sussex.
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From the Bell Tower

obtaining three new ropes to
avoid an upset in the near
future, with more to come
unfortunately (next couple of
months perhaps).

Piano & Keyboard Tuition
Tim Berrett BA (Hons) DipMus

Learning to play. Playing to Learn
There’s never been a better time to learn the piano or keyboard.
Why not give it a try? Re-visiting, then I can help.
Private lessons in the comfort of your own home.
Develop confidence and technique.

Lessons are tailored to your specific needs.
To book a lesson or make further enquiries, please contact me.
PHONE: call or text 07771 641856
WEB: http://www.artissimo.co.uk

E-MAIL: music@artissimo.co.uk
TEACHING HOURS: Mon-Fri 10am-9pm
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Diocese of Chichester

LIFE IN ALL ITS FULLNESS
A Day of Healing

Keynote Speaker: J.John
Saturday 17th February 2018
at Victoria Baptist Church
Eldon Road, Eastbourne BN21 1UE
Non-returnable booking fee of £10 per person
Apply on-line via www.chichester.anglican.org/events
or contact lifeinallitsfullness2018@gmail.com
Drinks will be provided but please bring your own lunch.

Everyone is welcome
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Chris’s Catering
CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS
PARTIES • WEDDINGS • FUNERALS
DINNER PARTIES
OUTSIDE CATERING
FOOD FOR YOUR FREEZER
NO EVENT TOO SMALL
FARM COTTAGE, FIRLE ROAD, SEAFORD
01323 890096
07970 751839

Established 1955


Your local electricians for all wiring, fault finding, installation and
repairs.
 Domestic and commercial.
 Industrial, agricultural and landlords works.
 Home automation, mood lighting and home cinema.

W

ALFRISTON (01323) 870485
enquire@norvett.com
ww.norvett.com
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3rd

Advent Sunday
(Be Ready!)
Mark 13:24-37; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 *
Matins : Psalm 44

10th 2nd Sunday of Advent (John proclaimed, now we proclaim)
Mark 1:1-8; Isaiah 40:1-11 *

17th 3rd Sunday of Advent (The year of the Lord’s favour)
John 1:6-8, 19-28; Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 *
24th 4th Sunday of Advent (Faithful to His promises)
Luke 1:26-38; Psalm 89:1-8 *
Midnight – Isaiah 52:7-10; John 1: 1-14
25th Christmas Day (He has come)
Luke 2:1-14; Isaiah 9:2-7 *
31st

1st Sunday of Christmas (Redeemed, Adopted, Heirs)
Luke 2:15-21; Galatians 4:4-7 *

January
Intercessions:
7th

Lama House, Church Mission Society

Epiphany
Ephesians 3:1-12 * Matthew 2:1-12 *
Matins: Psalm 132

14th 2nd Sunday of Epiphany (Hearers and Doers)
James 1:18-25, Luke 6:46-49
21st 3rd Sunday of Epiphany (Faith and Works)
James 2:14-24 Matthew 7:15-23
28th 4th Sunday of Epiphany (Tongue is a fire)
James 3:1-12, Matthew 15:1, 7-20
*Denotes readings from CW Lectionary (Year B)
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Lectionary & Prayers

December
Intercessions: Caring and Sharing, Church Army, Mothers Union

December Calendar

Friday 1st

7.30pm

Older ‘Youth’

Saturday 2nd

10.00am St. Leonard’s open Seaford Christmas Magic
1st Sunday in the month

See page 41

4.00pm

Baptism Enquiry Session

St. Luke’s

Monday 4th

7.45pm

Parish Women’s Group

St. Leonard’s Hall

Wednesday 6th

10.00am Coffee morning

Friday 8th

7.30pm

Sunday 3rd

St. Luke’s

Older ‘Youth’

Sunday 10th

2nd Sunday in the month

See page 41

Tuesday 12th

Mothers’ Union

See page 4

Wednesday 13th
Friday 15th

10.00am Coffee morning

St. Luke’s

12.45pm Wednesday Lunch

St. Leonard’s Hall

7.30pm

Sunday 17th

Older ‘Youth’
3rd Sunday in the month

See page 41

Parish Women’s Group

St. Leonard’s Hall

Monday 18th

7.45pm

Wednesday 19th

10.00am Coffee morning

Friday 22nd

7.30pm

St. Luke’s

Older ‘Youth’
4th Sunday in the month

See page 41

Sunday 24th
Services for Christmas Eve
See page 22
Monday 25th
Wednesday 27th
Sunday 31st

Services for Christmas Day
10.00am Coffee morning
5th Sunday in the month

On Sundays 24th December and
31st December there will be no
11.00 Meeting Place at St. Leonard’s
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St. Luke’s

12.45pm Wednesday Lunch

Friday 5th

7.30pm

Older ‘Youth’
1st Sunday in the month

Sunday 7th

St. Leonard’s Hall

See page 41

No Baptism Enquiry Session today

Wednesday 10th 10.00am Coffee morning
Friday 12th

Sunday 14th

2.30pm

Mothers’ Union

7.30pm

Older ‘Youth’

7.00pm

7.30pm

Sunday 21st
Monday 22nd

7.45pm

See page 41

St. Luke’s@7

St. Luke’s

7.30pm

Sunday 28th

3rd Sunday in the month

See page 41

Parish Women’s Group

St. Leonard’s Hall
St. Luke’s

Older ‘Youth’
4th Sunday in the month

Wednesday 31st

St. Luke’s

Older ‘Youth’

Wednesday 24th 10.00am Coffee morning

Friday 24th

St. Leonard’s Hall

2nd Sunday in the month

Wednesday 17th 10.00am Coffee morning
Friday 19th

St. Luke’s

10.00am Coffee morning

See page 41
St. Luke’s

Parish Magazine
Items of news and articles are welcome and should be sent to the
Editor either via the Parish Office or by email to
magazine@seafordparish.org.uk
The closing dates for articles for the coming editions are Tuesdays…

16th January for the February/March issue;
13th March for the April/May issue
15th May for the June/July issue
17th July for the August/September issue
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January Calendar

Wednesday 3rd
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1st Sunday of the month
8.00am
Holy Communion
9.30am
Parish Communion (with choir)
9.30am
Messy Church in the Hall (fun-filled,
for children and parents)
11.00am
Matins (traditional Morning Service)
Sundays (except the 1st Sunday in each month)
8.00am
Holy Communion (a quiet service)
9.30am
Parish Communion (with choir)
11.00am
The Meeting Place: Informal worship (Except August)
Wednesdays
11.00am
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer, in traditional
language)
Fridays
7.00am

Prayer Meeting in St. Leonard’s Church

Saturdays
8.30am

Prayer Meeting in St. Leonard’s Church

St. Luke’s Church
1st Sunday of the month
9.30am
Parish Communion
11.00 am
The Meeting Place: Informal worship
Sundays (except 1st Sunday)
9.30am
Parish Communion
2nd Sunday of the month: 7.00pm: St. Lukes@7 (Except August)
1st Tuesday each month
11.00am
Service with Prayers for Healing and Wholeness (followed by
lunch)
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Regular Services

St. Leonard’s Church

Parish Directory

Clergy
The Revd PAUL J. OWEN, The Vicarage, 46 Sutton Road, BN25 1SH
vicar@seafordparish.org.uk
(Day off Monday)
01323 893508
The Revd DERRECK LEE-PHILPOT, St. Luke’s House
dlp@seafordparish.org.uk
(Day off Monday)

01323 893391

Children & Family Missioner
Tim Fudge
tim@seafordparish.org.uk
Parish Office: St Leonard’s Church Hall, Church Lane, East Sussex, BN25 1HL
admin@seafordparish.org.uk
01323 894216
BOB GEERING, Sunday leaflets (Monday & Friday mornings)
bob@seafordparish.org.uk

01323 894216

Readers
KATE RANGER, Wheelgate Cottage, Homefield Rd, BN25 3DG 01323 899300
RON DALTON, 3 Chyngton Road, BN25 4HA
01323 890937
WENDY OGILVIE, 76 Sutton Road, BN25 1SX
07779 248730
ALAN THOMAS, 39A Chyngton Way, BN25 4JD
Churchwardens
FRED BASS, White House, 130 Firle Road, BN25 2JD
BOB CARRINGTON, 85 Steyne Road, BN25 1AJ

01323 893054
01323 896014

Deputy Wardens for St Leonard’s Church
JANET KENT, 12 Grosvenor Road, BN25 2BL
DAVID ELLIOTT, 35 Belgrave Crescent, BN25 3AU

01323 490050
01323 894606

Deputy Wardens for St Luke’s Church
JACKIE BAKER, 85 Walmer Road, BN25 3TP
GEOFF HALL
CAROLYN PLOWMAN
Parish Treasurer
STEPHEN GAUNTLETT, 17 Kedale Road, BN25 2BX
treasurer@seafordparish.org.uk

07763 686978

01323 873492

Hall Bookings for St. Leonard’s and St. Luke’s
BARBARA GEERING, barbara@seafordparish.org.uk

01323 891393

The Magazine
Editorial: magazine@seafordparish.org.uk
Subscriptions and Distribution: DAVID BRAMLEY

01323 892883

www.seafordparish.org.uk
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HCPC Registered chiropodists
Professional foot care for people, including those
with diabetes and poor circulation
Shoe measuring and fitting service,
Specialised shoes (up to 8e width) and hosiery

Clinic and home visits
01323 890430
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Care in your own home

in the Peacehaven, Newhaven,
Seaford & Lewes area

A realistic alternative to residential care


Specialist care in the comfort of your
own home



Flexible care arrangements to suit your
wishes



All staff are trained, police checked &
fully supervised



Each customer has a named contact in

our office


Dependable, programmed care visits



Full member of the UK Care Home
Association



Self-funded, Direct Payments,
Individual Budgets and Social Services
funded customers



Experienced reliable live-in carers



Dementia specialist team

tel: 01273 616494
email: lewes@bluebirdcare.co.uk
web: www.bluebird.co.uk
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